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This booklet was created for family members and friends
who lost a loved one to homicide. We recognize that
this difficult journey is not one that anyone chose or
would want thrust upon them in life. Our hope with
this booklet is to provide information, comfort, and
resources as an initial roadmap for those grieving. 

WHAT IS HOMICIDE?
Homicide: The killing of one person by another.  
Homicide includes murder and manslaughter.  However, 
not all homicides are considered a crime.

Murder: Homicide by a person with a criminal state 
of mind.  This means the person did it intentionally, 
recklessly, or with criminal negligence.  

WHO ARE VICTIMS OF HOMICIDE?
Your loved one is not alone.  Unfortunately, murder 
happens to a lot of people. 

Charleston Tricounty Area
On average, 50 – 70 homicides occur each year in the 
Charleston Tricounty.

South Carolina
• On average, 350 – 400 people are murdered each

year in South Carolina.

• Murder in South Carolina makes up 1.4% of the
national average.

• South Carolina is Top 10 in the nation for women
killed by men.

United States
• On average, over 13,000 people are murdered each

year. During the past decade, the murder rate has
been trending down.

• Of victims, about:

• 8% children under 18

• 80% men; 20% women

• 53% black; 43% white

WHO COMMITS MURDER?
Murder may be carried out by a stranger, but many are 
committed by a person the victim knows.

In South Carolina, about 60% are carried out by an 
acquaintance, family member, or intimate partner.

WHO ARE SURVIVORS OF HOMICIDE?
Survivors include all the loved ones who are left behind 
after a murder:

INTRODUCTION
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WHY DOES HOMICIDE HAPPEN?
There is no justifiable reason for homicide.

Many factors play a role as to why someone takes 
another person’s life.

Unfortunately, you (and many other survivors) may never 
understand how or why your loved one was murdered.

While each loss may be very different, there is much 
support & resources to help you through this journey.

• Spouses
• Children
• Parents

• Family Members
• Friends



FACTS ABOUT INTRA-FAMILIAL HOMICIDE

WHAT IS AN INTRA-FAMILIAL HOMICIDE? 
Intra-familial Homicide:  The killing of a person by a 
family member or romantic partner. 

WHO ARE VICTIMS OF INTRA-FAMILIAL 
HOMICIDE?  
Intra-familial homicide is not specific to any one type of 
person or family.

Victims can have any type of familial relationship with 
the offender of the homicide, including: 
• Parents

• Siblings

• Children

• Grandparents

• Uncles & Aunts

• Nieces & Nephews

• Cousins

• Spouses/Romantic 
Partners

• Ex-spouses

• In-Laws
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However, this type of homicide is most often the result 
of domestic or intimate partner violence.

South Carolina is often in the top 10 in the nation for 
domestic violence homicide.

WHO COMMITS INTRA-FAMILIAL HOMICIDE?
Offenders:
• Can be a family member or intimate partner.

• Are most likely to be in an intimate relationship   
with the victim.

In South Carolina, about:

• 60% of offenders are intimate partners.

• 40% are family members.

WHO ARE SURVIVORS OF INTRA-FAMILIAL 
HOMICIDE? 
Like other types of homicide, survivors of intra-familial 
homicide include family members and loved ones who 
were close to the victim(s).  

Survivors may be faced with: 

• Strain or conflict in family relationship following  
the homicide, because both victim(s) and offender 
may be loved and cared for by survivors.

• Many different reactions from community, social, 
and family networks due to the complicated nature of 
relationships involved in intra-familial homicides. 

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW ABOUT GRIEF?  
Grief: A person’s response to the death of a loved one.  
This includes how people think, feel, and behave after 
the death.  Grief also involves the process of relating to 
others—and even their own spirituality—after the loss. 

The experience of grief is very individual.  The 
experience and time it takes to grieve may depend on:

• The circumstances of the death.

• The nature of the relationships involved.

• Your own personal needs.

However, because death is universal, there are common 
grief reactions that many people experience.

COMMON GRIEF REACTIONS
When a loved one has died, many people may:

• Feel as though their world has been turned    
upside down. 

• Change how they think and feel about the world,   
other people, and even themselves. 

• Need time to adjust before they begin  
feeling better.

COMMON GRIEF REACTIONS



Early on after the death, you may find yourself: 

• Spending a lot of time thinking about your loved    
one who died or longing for them.

• Searching for your loved one. 

• Avoiding thinking about the loss.

• Experiencing strong feelings of:

• Sadness and loneliness

• Fear and anxiety

• Resentment and anger

The intensity of feelings and responses is different for 
each survivor. 

As you start to live your life carrying the memory of your 
loved one with you, you may begin:

• Noticing the intensity of grief is lessening at times.

• Accepting the death. 

• Taking comfort in positive memories about your   
loved one. 

• Feeling connected to your loved one, even when they 
are not physically here. 

• Healing—even when you have brief periods of sadness 
or anger. 

As you re-engage in activities and relationships, you may 
feel guilty about restarting your life.  

• It’s important to remember that you are doing   
nothing wrong!  

• Though feeling guilt is common, you have not   
betrayed your loved one who has died. 

• The guilt will typically lessen as you continue to   
cope with the death.

How you feel now may not be how you may feel in 
several months from now.  It is possible to live a full life 
while grieving.

ARE THERE COMPLICATIONS IN GRIEF?
Over time, many survivors are able to cope with the
death of a loved one. However, some survivors grieve for
longer or more intensely than others. 

Complicated Grief:  When grief lasts for a long time or 
continues to interfere with a person’s quality of life—it 
may be a sign of struggling with healing from the loss.  
Survivors stuck in the pain and loss of the death may 
experience complications in grief. 

Loss by homicide increases risk for complicated grief.

Complications in grief may: 

• Worsen pre-existing mental health and health issues.  

• Increase risk of developing mental health and   
health issues. 

COMMON SIGNS OF COMPLICATED GRIEF:
Complications in grief come in different forms,  
including: 

• Trouble accepting the death.

• Inability to trust others. 

• Numbness and detachment.

• Increased agitation, bitterness, or anger.

• Feeling uneasy engaging in life.

• Feeling that life is empty or meaningless.

• Believing the future will be hopeless.

Many of these reactions are very common and normal 
during the initial months after the loss. However, they 
can become problematic if they persist one year after 
the death of your loved one. 

If you believe you may be struggling with complicated 
grief, there are effective counseling approaches that can 
help you cope. 
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WHAT IS A TRAUMATIC EVENT?
In addition to complications in grief, the sudden and 
unexpected death of a loved one (especially by violent
means) can be considered a traumatic event.

Traumatic Event:  A frightening, dangerous, or violent 
event that threatens a person’s life or bodily integrity.  

• Witnessing a traumatic event that threatens the life of 
a loved one can also be traumatic.  

• Adults and children exposed to trauma may develop 
reactions that last a long time and affect their daily 
lives. 

COMMON REACTIONS TO TRAUMA
Fear Response: 
• During the event, fear of being physically injured or 

killed is common.  Fear includes: 

• Avoiding places, people, situations   
that remind you of the trauma. 

• Being afraid of certain sights, sounds, smells, 
and thoughts. 

• Fear can continue for weeks, months, or years after 
the trauma.

Loss of Control:
• Often, survivors are unable to control things that 

happen during and after a homicide. 

• This may cause survivors to feel like they don’t have 
control over their lives. 

Flashbacks:
• Survivors may feel that they are re-experiencing the 

homicide in their thoughts or dreams. 

• This may happen even if they did not witness it. 

• Flashbacks may feel very distressing, as if the event 
was occurring all over again. 

Trouble Concentrating:
• Survivors may find it difficult to concentrate at 

home, work, or school. 

• This includes: 

• Feeling distracted.

• Unable to think clearly.

• Unable to focus on certain tasks. 

Negative Self-Image:
• Trauma can sometimes cause changes in the way 

survivors view themselves.  Survivors may:

• Blame themselves for what happened.

• Have a difficult time thinking positive things 
about themselves. 

Depression:
• Survivors may experience symptoms of depression, 

which include:  

• Sadness or feeling “down”.

• Feeling hopeless.

• Frequent crying spells.

• Thoughts of wanting to die or  
hurting themselves.

• Losing interest in activities they used to enjoy. 

Disrupted Relationships:
• It is not unusual for survivors to experience trouble in 

their relationships with others, including:

• Withdrawing from support systems. 

• Feeling like others can’t understand their 
situation.

• Disagreeing with friends or family. 

COMMON TRAUMA REACTIONS
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Guilty Feelings: 
• After a homicide some survivors may experience 

survivors’ guilt.  This is when a survivor believes:

• The homicide could have been avoided if the 
survivor had done something differently.

• The survivor has done something wrong by 
surviving the tragedy. 

• It is not fair they survived instead of the victim.

It is important to remember: 
• The homicide was not your fault.

• You are not responsible for what happened.

• Most people, with time, cope with the loss.

WHAT CAN I DO?
Seek social support:
• Talk to someone you trust about your loss.

• Make a list of a few caring family members, friends,
or others you can talk with and begin reaching
out to them.

Seek religious or spiritual help:
This may help you:  

• Gain a broader view.

• Feel you and your loved ones are looked after.

• Feel connected to a greater power.

Find a way to honor your loved one: 
Healing requires finding meaning to the death. 
Honoring your loved one helps in this process. 

• Writing or creating a ritual can help you:

• Feel connected to the person.

• Give their life continuing meaning.

• Allow you to live in a way that honors and
reaffirms your relationship.

On the other hand, cutting ties, “getting over it,” or 
“moving on” with your life does not help healing. 

Take care of yourself: Taking care of yourself may 
rebuild your strength and allow you to continue to 
remember and honor your loved one.

• Do relaxation exercises.

• Find positive ways to occupy your time.

• Practice good sleep habits.

• Plan fun and meaningful activities. Taking care of
yourself may rebuild your strength and allow you to
continue to remember and honor them.

• Try not to feel guilty about taking temporary breaks
from thinking about or remembering your loved one.

Practice helpful thinking:
• Even though you did not have control over the death,

sometimes thoughts (and behaviors) may get in the 
way of healing.  

• Unhelpful thoughts are common after a homicide.

• However, changing how you think may help you feel
better.

• Use the table on the next page (p. 9) for ideas of
helpful thoughts you can focus on and practice
concentrating on them whenever unhelpful thoughts
come into your mind.

 COPING AFTER THE HOMICIDE
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Unhelpful Thoughts Makes You Feel Helpful Thoughts Makes You Feel

• “I should have been able
to save her.”

• “It’s my fault.”
Guilty

• “If I had done things differently, it
might not have made a difference.”

• “I did the best that I could given
the circumstances.”

Realistic

Accepting

Understanding

• “There’s no one who can
help me bear my pain.”

• “My pain will never end.
There is nothing I can do
to stop it.”

Hopeless

Powerless

Fearful

• “If I talk to someone about my grief, it
might help me feel better.”

• “My reactions show how bad this is.
Most people have reactions like this.
This is grief. It will come in waves.
I can get help. Some people will
understand.”

Accepting

Hopeful

Seek counseling: 
• After the death of a loved one, survivors may need extra support to cope with the loss.

• Talking with a trained professional may help.

WHAT IS COUNSELING?
Trained professionals may offer the opportunity for 
survivors to talk, in a safe place, about their grief and 
other concerns.  
Counseling can provide you with:
• Ongoing support and guidance.
• Approaches to manage unhelpful thoughts and

beliefs.
• Positive coping strategies.
• Finding meaning and making sense of a life without

your loved one physically present.
• Helpful ways to honor and maintain positive

memories of your loved one.
• Help accepting the loss.

• Strategies to manage emotions (such as anger) 
and behaviors (such as avoidance).

• Ways to resume a “new normal” day-to-day living.
• Support in finding hope for the future. 

Counseling may also be called therapy or mental health 
treatment. Those that provide professional support are 
often called therapists or clinicians.  They may have a 
degree in counseling, social work, or psychology. 

WHEN TO SEEK PROFESSIONAL HELP?
There are many reasons why survivors might  
seek counseling: 

WHEN TO SEEK HELP
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Why Survivors Might Seek Counseling

Common Reasons Examples

When not feeling like “themselves”
• “I feel as if I’m losing my mind”

• “I’m not the same as I was before it happened”

When feelings cause problems at home, work or in 
other aspects of life

• “I don’t feel like talking to other people, or spending time 
with my family”

When using unhealthy behaviors to cope (alcohol, 
drugs, food, sex, etc.) • “I drink every night so that I can fall asleep”

When unable to accept the loss of the loved one • “I can’t accept that she’s really gone”

When experiencing a trauma • “I keep repeating the event over and over in my mind”

When important areas of living (sleep, appetite, 
relationships,, intimacy, etc.) are affected

• “I have frequent nightmares about the loss”

• “I lost my appetite since it happened”

• “I don’t feel I can connect to other people”

When noticing changes in mood and behavior
• “I feel sad all the time”

• “I’m always anxious, without any good reason”

Individual Counseling:  
• Meeting regularly (often weekly), with a trained 

professional.
• We recommend professionals with trauma or 

traumatic grief experience.
• Most people benefit from short-term, goal-oriented 

counseling to:
• Address a specific problem.
• Make a change.
• Seek guidance in accepting the loss. 
• Get help looking at things from a different 

perspective. 

Group Counseling: 
• Can help survivors learn they are not alone  

in their loss.  
• Might help to hear from other survivors about:

• How they have been affected by the loss.
• What they have done to cope.
• What has helped in their healing process.   

TREATMENT & SUPPORT
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Medication Consult & Management:  
• Survivors having difficulty managing their mood  

and other daily functions (sleep, appetite, etc.)  
may benefit from consulting with a medical provider 
or psychiatrist to discuss the possible benefits  
of medication.  

HOW CAN THERAPY HELP ME?
Everyone’s therapy goals are different.  

Typically, therapy will focus on helping you: 
• Identify trauma- and grief-related stress. 
• Manage physical and emotional responses to trauma 

and grief.
• Reduce common reactions after the loss. 
• Challenge unhelpful thinking patterns. 
• Increase your positive coping skills.

Though therapy will not take all of your grief away, it can 
improve your daily life and ability to adjust to life without 
your loved one physically present. 

VICTIMS HAVE A RIGHT TO:
• A free copy of the initial incident report of the case.

• All constitutional rights the state grants victims in 
criminal cases.

• Information on eligibility and application for victims’ 
compensation benefits.

• Receive special accommodations if the victim is:
• Very young
• Handicapped
• Has special needs 

• An interpreter and/or translator throughout the 
investigation and legal process—for survivors whom 
English is not the primary language.

TO RECEIVE RESTITUTION:
• Provide the prosecuting agency or court with an 

itemized list of all financial losses and expenses 
incurred as a result of the homicide.  

• Be prepared to show documentation of all claims. 

VICTIMS & PROSECUTION WITNESSES
• Have a responsibility to notify the prosecuting agency 

or court of the survivor’s desire to be present for any 
plea, trial, or sentencing. 

• Provide your legal name, current mailing address and 
telephone number to the following agencies to ensure 
proper and timely notification:
• Law enforcement
• Prosecutors
• Summary court judges
• Department of Corrections
• Department of Probation, Parole, & Pardon Services
• Department of Juvenile Justice &/or Parole

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
• Must provide survivors, free of charge,  

with the following: 
• A copy of the initial incident report of the case.
• Documents describing the survivor’s constitutional 

rights granted by the state.
• The survivor’s responsibilities.
• Local victim assistance and social service 

providers.
• Victim compensation information.
• Rights concerning harassment and threats.
• Assistance with creditors and employers.
• Information concerning the status and progress of 

the case and investigation.

VICTIM’S BILL OF RIGHTS
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PEOPLE INVOLVED
Victim Advocate:  

• The victim advocate’s role is to: 

• Answer your questions about the law 
enforcement or criminal case.

• Help file necessary paperwork.

• Keep you informed about the status of your 
loved one’s case.

• Provide you with information about resources 
available to and your family.

• You may have more than one victim advocate. There are 
different victim advocates from different agencies (law 
enforcement, Solicitor’s office, highway patrol, etc.).  

Patrol Officer: 
• The patrol officer will likely be your first contact with  

law enforcement.  

• It is their job to respond to emergency situations and 
begin the investigation. 

Investigator (or Detective): 
• While the patrol officer may play a large role in 

the beginning, their work may be passed to an 
investigator.

• The investigator will be in charge of the investigation 
until the Solicitor’s Office becomes involved in  
the case.

• It is important to get the name and number of the 
investigator working on your loved one’s case.

• If you have trouble getting in contact with the 
investigator, contact your victim advocate for 
assistance.

THE PROCESS
The Criminal Prosecution: 
• Starts when the police begin trying to arrest a 

suspect.

• Until that point, the police are conducting an 
investigation.

• Your cooperation will be necessary throughout the 
investigation.

• Length of investigations, and your participation,  
vary by case.

• Some may take a few months before the  
case is solved.

• Others may last longer, which depending on a 
number of reasons.

• Unfortunately, a small number of cases are 
never solved. 

The Governor’s Office Crime Victims’ Ombudsman: 
• If you have problems getting the services you need 

from the criminal justice system, you may contact the 
ombudsman (see RESOURCES LIST pg 22).  

• You will have to send the ombudsman a letter 
explaining your problem before they can look into 
the matter.

LAW ENFORCEMENT PROCESS
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PEOPLE INVOLVED
Offender (or Perpetrator):  
• The person who committed the crime.  

• At the beginning this individual will be called the suspect.  

• Once they are charged with a crime, this person will be 
called the defendant.

Defense Attorney:  
• The attorney that will represent the defendant 

throughout the court process.  

• Public Defender:  The defense attorney paid for by 
taxpayers.  If the defendant cannot afford an attorney, 
they may be eligible for a public defender. 

• The defense attorney may ask to interview you.  
You do not have to talk to them before the trial if you 
don’t want to.

• If you choose to speak with the defense attorney, you 
may be accompanied by your attorney or victim advocate 
from the solicitor’s office.

• ALWAYS keep the solicitor’s office informed of any 
contact you have with the defense.

Solicitor (Assistant Solicitor, District Attorney,  
or Prosecutor):  
• The attorney who will represent the State.  

• As police are in charge of conducting the investigation, 
the solicitor’s office makes decisions about prosecution of 
the case. 

• If it necessary for you to testify in court, the solicitor will 
complete an interview with you to prepare you for court. 

THE PROCESS
Bond Hearing:  Takes place if the defendant is required to 
post bond before release.

• Purpose of the bond is to assure that the defendant will 
appear in court.

• A magistrate holds a bond hearing and:

• Cannot set a bond on a murder charge.

• Can set bond on a manslaughter charge.

• A murder bond hearing is in front of a circuit court judge.

• You have the right to attend bond hearings.

• You should be notified by the solicitor’s office when this 
will be held.

• You have a right to speak at the bond hearing.  

Before a case goes to trial, it typically goes through at least 
two hearings: 

Preliminary Hearing:  Purpose is to present the basic 
elements of the case to the judge.

• The judge decides whether or not there is:

• Probable cause.

• Sufficient reason to continue with the case (or 
“bind the case”) and hold the defendant to the 
requirements of their bond.

• Bond for manslaughter can be reconsidered at this time.

• If the preliminary judge determines there is no probable 
cause they can dismiss the case or reduce the charge.

• If the charge is reduced from murder to manslaughter, 
bond could be set at this time. 

• Judge can also add charges based on evidence.

• Defense attorney may attend the preliminary hearing 
and has a right to know what evidence exists against  
their client.  This is called the right of discovery. 

• Preliminary hearings are open to the public.

• You don’t need to attend unless the police or solicitor 
asks you to.

• You have a right to attend the hearing and should be 
notified by the solicitor’s office when this will be held.

THE CRIMINAL COURT PROCESS
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Arraignment:  
• After probable cause is established at a preliminary 

hearing, the defendant is:

• Formally arraigned.

• Charged with the crime.

• Advised of their rights.

• At the arraignment, the defendant pleads either “guilty” 
or “not guilty”. 

• If defendant pleads “Guilty”: 
May be sentenced immediately or at some future 
time.

• If defendant pleads “Not guilty”:  
Case will go to trial.

• Defendant may change the plea to “guilty” up to 
the point where either a judge or jury declares a 
verdict. 

Grand Jury Hearing: Held before the grand jury,  
a group of 18 citizens.  

• Grand jury hearings are not open to the public.  

• Grand jury listens to the basic elements of many cases, 
one right after the other.

• Solicitor may be the only one who presents your case, or 
several witnesses may testify.

• Solicitor might ask you to testify, but usually does not. 

• If grand jury issues a: 

• “No Bill”: Case will not go to trial. 

• “True Bill” (or indictment): Case is bound to 
General Sessions Court. 

• The Trial:  May be held before a judge and jury (a 
Jury Trial) or before a judge with no jury (a Bench 
Trial). 

• The judge or jury must listen to all facts of the case and 
decide whether or not the defendant is guilty.

• It can take anywhere from 6 months to 2 years or more 
for a trial to take place after a homicide occurs.

• If the defendant is found:

• “Not guilty”: They will be released from custody.

• “Guilty”: They may be sentenced right then or at 
a later time

• The judge almost always decides the sentence.

• Under South Carolina law, the jury decides the sentence 
only in cases in which the solicitor asks for the death 
penalty (called Capital Cases). 

Testifying:  If you are asked to testify, talk with the solicitor 
about what to expect.  

• Solicitor’s office victim advocate may help you prepare to 
testify. 

• In court, all you need to do is tell what you know and 
answer the questions you are asked.

• You might be nervous and the defense attorney might 
try to upset you, but do your best to stay calm and 
answer questions with simple, truthful answers.

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT (VIS)
• Voluntary written or oral statement by a survivor telling 

how the homicide affected the survivor’s life and family.  

• The VIS is used by the solicitor to prepare a sentence 
recommendation and by the judge in determining the 
sentence and restitution (order that a defendant must 
compensate the victim for losses suffered because of the 
crime).

• Depending on the sentence, your VIS also may be sent 
to the SC Department of Corrections and/or Probation, 
Parole, and Pardon Services.  

• The Parole Board may use your VIS to determine 
restitution.  

• Make certain that you ask for and complete a VIS. 

• Make sure it is filed with the solicitor’s office if your case 
is going forward to General Sessions Court.

• You may be able to read your VIS at sentencing if you 
choose to do so. You may also ask your victim advocate 
to read your statement on your behalf. 
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Manslaughter
• Unlawful killing of another person without evil intent 

prior to the killing.  Lesser penalties than murder. 

• Involuntary Manslaughter:  Called Criminal 
Negligence.  The reckless disregard of the safety of 
others.  Includes crimes in which the negligent behavior 
leads to an unintentional death. 

 Example:  A person who chose to drive while under 
the influence of alcohol and caused an accident that 
resulted in the death of another person.  Here, the 
perpetrator did not intend to kill anybody, but made a 
negligent and illegal decision to drive while under the 
influence of alcohol.

•  Voluntary Manslaughter:  Intentional murder that 
the offender had no prior intent to commit.  Not 
premeditated and often may occur in the “heat of 
passion.”  Typically occurs in situations that may have 
caused the perpetrator to become emotionally or 
mentally disturbed. 

 Example:  A husband who, when discovering his wife 
with another man, kills the other man.  Here, the 
husband had not previously intended to kill anybody 
but acted in the “heat of passion.”

Typical Sentences Related to Manslaughter
• Anyone convicted of manslaughter must be sentenced 

to no less than two years in prison, but no more than 30 
years (South Carolina Code of Laws - Section 16-3-50).

• Regarding involuntary manslaughter, a person convicted 
of that charge must be imprisoned for no more than five 
years (Section 16-3-60).

• Convicted felons (persons found to have committed 
a serious crime, any offense punishable by death or 
imprisonment in excess of one year, and includes treason, 
murder, rape, burglary, and manslaughter) are required to 
serve at least 85% of their sentence.

Murder: The unlawful killing of another person with 
malice or an evil intent prior to the killing. 

Capital Murder: Definition varies from state to state, 
but is generally a killing with malice, cases involving:

• Felonies such as rape, burglary, or arson.

• Multiple deaths.

• Killing certain types of people (child, police officer, 
prison guard, fellow prisoner, etc.).

• Use of certain weapons (particularly a gun).

Typical Sentences Related to Murder
• “A person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to 

murder must be punished by death [see additional 
requirements for this punishment], by imprisonment 
for life, or by a mandatory minimum term of 
imprisonment for thirty years without parole” (South 
Carolina Code of Laws - Section 16-3-20).

Death Sentence
• Solicitor will decide whether to seek death sentence.

• Can only be considered in cases involving a murder 
charge plus at least one of 11 aggravating 
circumstances, including:

1. The murder was committed in the process of 
committing another crime (such as kidnapping, rape, 
torture, or drug trafficking, among others).

2. The murder was committed by a person with a prior 
conviction for murder. 

3. The means used by the offender in the act of murder 
knowingly created a great risk of death to more than 
one person in a public place by means of a weapon 
or device which normally would be hazardous to 
the lives of more than one person (e.g., a gun or 
explosive was used). 

CHARGES & SENTENCES FOR HOMICIDE*
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4. The offender committed the murder for himself
or another in exchange for money or something of
value.

5. The victim was a judicial officer, former judicial
officer, solicitor, former solicitor, or other officer of
the court killed during or because of the exercise of
his official duty.

6. The offender caused or directed another to commit
murder or committed murder as an agent or
employee of another person.

7. The victim was a federal, state, or local law
enforcement officer or former federal, state, or
local law enforcement officer, peace officer or
former peace officer, corrections officer or former
corrections officer, or fireman or former fireman
killed during or because of the performance of his
official duties.

8. The victim was a family member of an official listed 
in items (5) and (7) above and the murder was 
committed with the intent to impede or retaliate 
against the official.

9. Two or more persons were murdered by the 
defendant.

10. The victim was a child 11 years of age or under.
11. The victim was a witness or potential witness and the 

murder was committed at any time during the 
criminal process for the purpose of impeding or 
deterring prosecution of any crime. 

*of note states differ in their charges and sentences for 
homicide
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
These are agencies that can assist in providing mental health services, counseling, support groups, and information for victims of 
crime. Therapy and mental health support following loss and trauma can be helpful to recovery.

Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

INDIVIDUAL SERVICES

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTERS

Dee Norton Child 
Advocacy Center 
(DNCAC)

843-723-3600 deenortoncenter.org

Child-friendly, community-based agency that provides 
a coordinated, multidisciplinary response to child abuse 
and child trauma.  Provides expert trauma treatment 
services to help children and families heal from abuse 
and trauma.

Dorchester 
Children’s 
Advocacy Center 
(DCAC)

303 East Richardson Ave. 
Summerville, SC 29483
P: 843-875-1551
F: 843-851-5963

dorchesterchildren.org

Provides a coordinated evidence-based response to 
child abuse that reduces trauma and provides treatment 
for the children and families in our community in a safe 
child-focused environment to promote healing and 
prevent future risk.

Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA (MUSC)

National 
Crime Victims 
Research & 
Treatment Center 
(NCVRTC) *

843-792-8209 musc.edu/ncvc

Provides trauma-focused treatment and case 
management for child and adult victims of crime and 
other traumatic events. Also engages in local and 
national training, dissemination, and implementation of 
trauma-informed services.

Telehealth 
Resilience 
& Recovery 
Program  
(TRRP)*

843-792-0979
trrp@musc.edu

muschealth.org/
medical-services/
emergency/trauma/
survivors/telehealth-
resiliance-and-
recovery-program

Meet with survivors during their stay in the hospital to 
discuss emotional health and answer questions about 
emotional recovery following traumatic injury. TRRP 
will check in with you after you leave the hospital to see 
how you are doing, and provide support to help with 
emotional challenges and needs of survivors.

SC DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH (SCDMH)

SC Department 
of Mental Health 
(SCDMH)

Charleston: 843- 852-4100 
Dorchester: 843-873-5063 
Berkeley: 843-761-8282

scdmh.net
Provide mental health services for children, families, and 
adults. Offer same-day walk-in services as well as long-term 
counseling for a variety of mental illnesses.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES * indicates that services are available to Spanish speaking clients
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Staff Clinicians
Charleston: 843-852-4100 
Dorchester: 843-873-5063 
Berkeley: 843-761-8282

scdmh.net Provide behavioral health services for children, adolescents, 
adults, and families, specifically outpatient therapy.

VOCA Clinicians

VOCA clinicians are 
placed in the following 
jurisdictions: 
• Charleston PD
• Charleston County 

Sheriff’s
• Mount Pleasant PD
• North Charleston PD
• Summerville PD

**Please contact either SCDMH 
or the law enforcement agency for 
specific providers.

scdmh.net

These mental health clinicians are housed within local Police 
Departments, providing behavioral health services for 
victims of crime, and referrals to community services to meet 
survivor needs.

Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

CRISIS INTERVENTION & SUPPORT SERVICES

SCDMH – 
Mobile Crisis Unit

Charleston/Dorchester:      
843-414-2350
Berkeley: 843-364-2274

scdmh.net
Mobile Crisis is a 24/7 psychiatric assessment team 
linking individuals to appropriate treatment resources in 
the community.

SCDMH – 
Tricounty Crisis 
Stabilization Center

 843-953-2390 scdmh.net

A 10-bed adult, voluntary, crisis stabilization unit which 
provides an alternate treatment option for adults who 
need urgent psychiatric treatment, but don’t require the 
Emergency Department or Hospital.

Trident United Way  
211 Hotline*

Phone: 211
866-892-9211
1-800-SUICIDE

SC211.org

Provides 24-hour counseling information and referrals for a 
crisis. They can provide information on all resources in the 
Charleston area. They answer the phone for 1-800-SUICIDE 
and listen to people who are stressed.

Coastal Crisis 
Chaplaincy 
(CCC)*

843-724-1212 coastalcrisischaplain.org

The Chaplaincy provides on-scene crisis care for individuals 
who have experienced an unexpected tragedy, and a 
Survivor Care Team follow-up visit to comfort individuals, 
helping them identify an appropriate continuum-of-care for 
their unique grief process. The Chaplaincy offers a Suicide 
Support Group, First Responder Support Group, Spanish 
Language Grief Support Group (MUSC), and also provides 
critical incident and chaplain care for first responders and 
their families.
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES

MUSC – Center 
for Drug and 
Alcohol Programs 
(CDAP)*

843-792-5200
muschealth.org/
psychiatry/servics/cdap/
services.html

Provides outpatient and inpatient therapy and medication 
management services for the treatment of alcohol and/or 
drug addictions.
**Daily walk-in clinic (Monday – Friday from 8:30 -11 am)

Charleston Center* 843-722-0100 cc.charlestoncounty.org Provides therapy and medication management services for 
the treatment of alcohol and/or drug addictions.

Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

SUPPORT GROUPS

Compassionate 
Friends 843-763-6362

compassionatefriends.
org/chapter/charleston-
sc-chapter

A local support group for parents and siblings who have 
lost a child to any type of death. They hold meetings on 
the last Tuesday of each month at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd.

Hospice of 
Charleston* 843-529-3100 hospiceofcharleston.com

Offers several on-going general bereavement support 
groups. They also offer a structured 8-week grief journey 
group as well as retreats twice a year for children and teens 
that are grieving.

SCDMH – First 
Responders 
Support Team

843-212-8980 (ext. 1)

charlestondorchestermhc
.org/services/special-
programs/761-2

Provides counseling and support for First Responders and 
their family members including Crisis Intervention, Individual 
Counseling, Couples and Family Counseling, Substance 
Abuse Counseling, Medical Assessment, Community 
Outreach and Social Support.

Survivors of 
Homicide Support 
Group (SHSG) 
Services*

843-792-8209 
843-745-2250

muschealth.org/medical-
services/psychiatry/ncvc/
homicide-support

A collaborative program between the National Crime 
Victims Research and Treatment Center and Charleston 
County Sheriff’s Office. Provides crisis intervention for 
survivors of homicide as well as transportation to crime 
related appointments and assistance with completing Crime 
Victims Compensation applications.
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BASIC AID - These organizations offer services such as transportation to and from appointments;  
some assistance with finances, food, and/or shelter; job assistance; and parenting classes.

Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

Carolina Youth 
Development 
Center (CYDC) *

843-266-5200 cydc.org

CYDC provides emergency housing and job readiness 
training for young people who have experienced 
physical and sexual abuse, neglect, abandonment, and 
severe emotional disorders. CYDC also provides case 
management services to link families to community 
resources.

Department of 
Social Services 
(DSS)*

Charleston: 843-953-9400
Berkeley: 843-761-8044
Dorchester: 843-821-0444 dss.sc.gov

Provides protective services for children and vulnerable 
adults, adoption and foster care services. DSS 
administers economic assistance programs including 
federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) program, which provides employment and 
training for people receiving cash assistance. The 
Department administers food assistance programs in 
every county in South Carolina. The Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is a federal 
benefit to assist low income people in the purchase of 
food.

East Cooper 
Community 
Center (ECCO)

Mt. Pleasant: 
843-416-7133

eccocharleston.org/
about-us

Permanent resource for the community in need 
with three main program areas: Basic Needs, Health 
Services, and Empowerment. Assistance might include 
food, clothing, household furnishings, financial aid; and 
increase access to dental care, medical care, prescription 
assistance, counseling, and educational opportunities.

Liza’s Lifeline 843-991-9085
lizaslifeline@gmail.com lizaslifelinesc.org

Liza’s Lifeline raises money to help domestic violence victims 
and their families, provides temporary shelter for pets, 
provides educational programs about domestic violence, and 
supports existing local and domestic violence services.

Lowcountry 
Firefighter 
Support Team

843-609-8300 firefightersupport.org

Provides services to meet the needs of emergency services 
personnel and their families. Offers counseling and peer 
support programs help emergency services personnel and 
their families get connected to behavioral health support and 
education around stress and emotional concerns.

Medicaid 
Transportation 
(Logisticare) *

866-445-9954
scdhhs.gov/site-page/
transportation-
beneficiary-information

Provides transportation for medical and mental health 
appointments for clients with Medicaid. You need to 
make reservations 72 hours before your appointment.

Men Against 
Domestic 
Violence USA 
(M.A.D. USA)

843-805-4450 madusa.org

Provides a 24-Hour Domestic Violence Hotline, helps 
individuals to get out of domestic violence situations, 
and provides community education about domestic 
violence. MAD USA has a Survivor Support Group 
Meeting for domestic violence survivors to discuss 
feelings and fears. Their Emergency Service Program 
helps domestic violence survivors in need of a place to 
stay for the night, provide a bus ticket, or help however 
needed until connection to proper care can be provided.
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Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

MUSC – 
Advocacy 
Program (MAP)

843-792-2123
education.musc.edu/
leadership/diversity/
title-ix/resources

Social work response program for concerns about 
intimate partner violence available to all MUSC 
community members, available 24/7.

MUSC – Clinical 
Forensic Program 843-792-2300

muschealth.org/
medical-services/
sexual-assault

Clinical Forensic medical personnel (previously sexual 
assault nurse examiners) provide both emergency 
services and follow-up care after sexual assault. They 
coordinate with community agencies to assist you with 
receiving the help you need if you've experienced a 
sexual assault.

My Sister’s House
Crisis Line: 843-744-3242
Admin Line: 843-747-
4069

http://www.my-sisters-
house.org/

Provides services and resources to empower victims 
and their children of domestic violence to live free from 
abuse.

One80 Place 843-737-8357 one80place.org

A local shelter in downtown Charleston aimed at ending 
and preventing homelessness in our community. While 
at One80 Place, guests can access employment and 
education services, various life skills groups taught by 
trained counselors, legal clinic for civil legal matters, 
and housing assistance.

Origin SC 843-735-7802 originsc.org

Provides counseling, advocacy, education and financial 
literacy in an effort to enrich the lives of families and 
individuals and to help them become more independent. 
Services include debt management, financial education, 
foreclosure prevention, and counseling for family 
violence intervention.

Our Lady 
of Mercy 
Community 
Outreach 
Services, Inc. *

Downtown Charleston:
843-805-8064
James, Johns, & 
Wadmalaw Island:
843-559-4109

olmoutreach.org

Provides a homework assistance program for children 
during the school year, as well as a family literacy 
program and GED class. They also provide food, 
clothes, a dental clinic, a pre-natal clinic, English as a 
second language classes for adults, and a parenting 
program.  Only serves Downtown Charleston, John’s 
Island, James Island, and Wadmalaw Island.

Palmetto 
Community 
Action 
Partnership 
(Palmetto CAP)

Charleston: 843-724-6760
Berkeley: 843-761-6935
Dorchester: 843-636-9090 palmettocap.org

Provides employment assistance, job training, 
education, housing assistance, youth leadership 
programs, and emergency assistance for utilities.

Project Unity 
USA 803-661-0802 projectunityusa.org

Project Unity USA is a non-profit organization 
that works with local law enforcement, clergy, local 
businesses, community leaders, media and residents 
to assist with reducing crime. Project Unity USA 
is a diversified organization that brings cultures 
together from all walks of life in a unified effort to 
repair relationships in our communities and within law 
enforcement.
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Agency Contact Info. Website Description of Services

SC Department 
of Crime Victim 
Compensation 
(SC DCVC) *

803-734-1900 sova.sc.gov

Homicide survivors may be eligible to receive benefits 
to cover your loved one’s medical expenses, your loss of 
earnings, counseling expenses, and/or funeral expenses 
if these expenses are not covered by other sources. If 
you would like assistance with an application, reach out 
to your Law Enforcement Victim Advocate or MUSC 
NCVC Homicide Case Manager (843-792-8209).

SC Department 
of Probation, 
Parole and Pardon 
Services 
(SC DPPPS)

Charleston/Berkeley: 
843-740-1553
Dorchester: 803-533-6288

dppps.sc.gov

Agency in charge of the supervision of offenders placed 
on probation by the court and paroled by the State 
Board of Paroles and Pardons. Keep victims informed 
of the status of their case, allowing them to be more 
involved in the criminal justice process. Victims can 
register with this office to be informed of upcoming 
parole hearings involving the offender.

SC Office of The 
Crime Victims’ 
Ombudsman

803-734-0357 cvo.sc.gov

Mission is to ensure that victims of crime are served 
justly, equitably and fairly by the SC Criminal Justice 
System and its victim service organizations. 

SC Victim 
Assistance 
Network 
(SCVAN) *

 888-852-1900 scvan.org

Emergency financial assistance available to people 
who have recently been victimized in South Carolina. 
Assistance with food, clothing, prescription, lodging, 
and home repairs is available.

SC Office of  
The Crime  
Victims’ 
Ombudsman

803-734-0357 cvo.sc.gov
Mission is to ensure that victims of crime are served justly, 
equitably and fairly by the SC Criminal Justice System and 
its victim service organizations.

Tricounty Family 
Ministries 843-747-1788 tricountyfamily

ministries.org

Offers food assistance, clothes assistance, emergency 
housing to families in transition, job placement, medical 
care, and emergency financial assistance for utilities as 
funds are available.



23
Medical University of South Carolina

READING LIST

Title** Author

Safe Passage: Words to Help the Grieving Molly Fumia

No Time for Goodbyes: Coping with Sorrow, Anger, and Injustice After a 
Tragic Death. 5th Ed. Janice Harris Lord

What to Do When the Police Leave: A Guide to the First Days of Traumatic 
Loss Bill Jenkins

I Wasn’t Ready to Say Goodbye Brooke Noel & Pamela D. Blair

A Grief Like No Other: Surviving the Violent Death of Someone You Love Kathleen O’Hara

Murder Survivor’s Handbook: Real-life Stories, Tips & Resources Connie Saindon

Healing Your Traumatized Heart: 100 Practical Ideas After Someone You 
Love Dies a Sudden Violent Death Alan D. Wolfelt

When a Man Faces Grief: A Man You Know is Grieving James E. Miller

Men and Grief: A Guide for Men Carol Staudacher

After a Murder: A Workbook for Grieving Kids The Dougy Center

When Something Terrible Happens: Children Can Learn to Cope with Grief 
(Drawing Out Feelings Series) Marge Heegaard

** If you have any questions about obtaining these books reach out to your case manager or law enforcement victim advocate
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Accessory – Anyone who knowingly assists with the crime 
(before or after) but is not present for the criminal act 
itself. An accessory may also be charged with a crime. 

Appeal Process – The process in which cases are 
reviewed, in which a specific party formally requests a 
change to an official decision. 

Arraigned – Being formally charged with a crime, after 
being arraigned the defendant has the option to plead 
“guilty” or “not guilty”.

Attorneys - Attorneys may be involved in a number of 
ways. For instance, an attorney may need to be consulted 
for estate or custody issues. In criminal cases, attorneys 
are involved both on the defense side and prosecuting 
side.

Bench Trial – A trial that is held before a Judge with no 
jury.

Bond Court - Bond Court happens if the defendant 
is required to post bond before release. Bond assures 
that the defendant will appear in court. A murder bond 
hearing will take place in front of a circuit court judge. 
You have the right to be notified by the Solicitor’s Office 
when this hearing will be held, and you have the right to 
speak at the bond hearing.

Bond Hearing (or Bail Hearing) – A hearing in which 
a bond hearing judge will decide if the offender will 
have to pay a bond in order to be released from police 
custody. The bond payment is used to ensure that the 
offender will appear at their court date. 

Clinical Assessment – Usually the first step in receiving 
psychological treatment. At the assessment the therapist 
works to help determine how best to assist in coping with 
the aftermath of homicide.

Coroner - Conduct investigations into certain deaths 
that occur within the County as a representative for the 
decedents and survivors. Their investigations determine 
manner and cause of death, ensuring that the circumstances 
of the death are understood. They provide sensitive death 
notification to family members affected by homicide.

Crime Victims’ Ombudsman – Located at the Governor’s 
Office, this is another resource to contact if for some reason 
you have problems receiving the services you need from the 
people in the criminal justice system. 

Criminal Prosecution – The act or process of holding a trial 
against an individual(s) who has been charged with a crime, 
to determine if they are guilty.

Defendant – After the offender/ person who committed 
the crime are issued with a warrant, that individual now 
becomes the defendant.

Defense Attorney – The attorney who will represent the 
defendant throughout the criminal court process.

Detained (versus arrested) – When a juvenile is taken into 
custody for committing a crime, the individual is “detained”, 
rather than being “arrested”.

Detectives - Members of Law Enforcement who are 
in charge of the investigation until the solicitor’s office 
becomes involved in the case.

Domestic Violence Shelters - Serve victims in immediate 
danger from verbal, emotional, physical or sexual abuse. 
These shelters can provide skills groups and referrals for 
housing, employment, and counseling services that may be 
necessary when guests leave the shelter.

Expungement – An expungement is when a prior arrest 
or conviction is “sealed” or erased from a person’s criminal 
record for most purposes. 

Family Court – The county court system that oversees 
cases involving families and juveniles.  

GLOSSARY
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Forensic Cleanup - After police have completed their 
processing of a crime/accident scene, forensic cleaning and 
restoration begins.

Forensics Officer – Person(s) who surveys the crime scene 
for evidence, such as taking photographs, searching for 
fingerprints, and collecting any items that may be relevant 
to the crime. 

Funeral Homes - Family members may work with a funeral 
home to plan funeral arrangements. Of note, for homicides 
that may qualify for crime victims compensation, some 
funeral homes accept crime victims compensation to assist 
with funeral expenses.

General Sessions Court – Also known as Criminal Court, 
this is the court system that oversees serious misdemeanor 
and/or felony criminal cases. 

Grand Jury – A jury of people selected to decide the 
validity of a criminal accusation before a trial is held. In 
South Carolina the grand jury consists of 18 people. 

Group Therapy – In addition to or instead of individual 
therapy, group therapy offers victims the opportunity to 
meet with other victims that have and are experiencing 
similar grief to their own. 

Guardian Ad Litem - Individuals (who may be lawyers) who 
represent the best interests of a child or children involved 
in a case. Guardians Ad Litem are not the child’s custodial 
guardian or attorney. Parents/caregivers can request the use 
of a Guardian Ad Litem, or courts can appoint them.

Homeowners Insurance - Homeowners insurance is a form 
of property insurance that covers losses and damages to an 
individual’s house and to assets in the home. It also provides 
liability coverage against accidents in the home or on the 
property. May cover cleanup, but depends on context of 
death.

Hospital and Emergency Department Services - If a 
victim or survivor suffered physical injuries they may receive 
emergency medical assistance.  Of note, for homicides 

that may qualify for crime victims’ compensation, some 
medical expenses may be reimbursed by crime victims’ 
compensation.

Hospital Chaplain - Hospital Chaplains are available 
to individuals who are admitted to the trauma care units 
and inpatient hospitals, and can provide spiritual/religious 
support to patients, families and staff.

Hospital Social Worker - Helps patients and their families 
navigate the process of illness and injury from hospitalization 
to recovery. 

“Hung Jury” – When the entire jury cannot decide on a 
verdict, this may result in a re-trial. 

Incarcerated – Being imprisoned or confined within a prison 
facility, as an inmate.

Investigation – Includes all actions of law enforcement and 
associated agencies up until the point of a warrant being 
issued.

Involuntary Manslaughter (Criminal Negligence) – The 
unlawful killing of another person due to a high degree 
of negligence or recklessness, where the offender had no 
intention of killing another person. 

Jury Trial – A trial in which a jury of people make decisions 
regarding the severity or conviction associated with a crime, 
which then guides the actions of the Judge regarding 
sentencing.

Juvenile – In terms of the criminal process, a juvenile is 
considered any person who is 16 years of age or younger at 
the time they commit a crime.

Law Enforcement Victim Advocate (LEVA) - Law 
enforcement victim advocates are housed within law 
enforcement agencies, but are not sworn police officers. 
They are professionals trained to support victims of crime. 
Advocates offer victims information (including case status 
updates), emotional support, and help finding resources and 
filling out paperwork. Sometimes, advocates go to court 
with victims.  
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Magistrate – A civil officer or judge who administers the 
law, especially in regards to courts that deal with minor 
offenses, and hold preliminary hearings for more serious 
ones. 

Malice Aforethought – The conscious intention to kill 
or harm.

Media - Often homicides are covered by media. Family 
members may be approached by media for interviews. It 
is your right to refuse any media requests. 

Mitigating Circumstances – Circumstances or 
happenings that do not excuse a crime, but are 
considered when determining the degree of the offense 
and penalty upon conviction.

“No bill” – When issued by the grand jury, this dictates 
that the case will not go to trial.

Nolle Pros – The decision to voluntarily withdrawal all 
criminal charges by the prosecuting attorney. 

Offender/Perpetrator – Person(s) who committed the 
crime. 

Outpatient Medical Providers - Medical care provided 
outside of the inpatient hospital setting.

Parole – The release of a prisoner temporarily or 
permanently prior to the completion of their full 
sentence. 

Parole Board – The panel of people who decide 
whether a prisoner should be released on parole or 
remain incarcerated. 

Police - Patrol officers (police) will most likely be your 
first point of contact with Law Enforcement. 
They respond to emergency situations and begin the 
investigation process.

Preliminary Hearing – Also known as “the trial before 
the trial”, the preliminary hearing is when the Judge 
decides if there is enough evidence to force the 
defendant to stand trial. 

Probable Cause – Reasonable grounds, have the 
evidence/ legal authority for making a search, pressing a 
charge, etc.

Probate Court - This court ensures that your deceased 
loved one’s debts are paid and assets are allocated to the 
correct beneficiaries.

Probation – The release of an offender from detention, 
where they are subject to a period of good behavior 
under supervision (terms of probation vary for each 
case).

Public Defender – A lawyer that is elected/ appointed 
by a city or county, who represents offenders that are 
not able to afford their own attorney.  

Recess – In court, recess is a brief break from a trial or 
court proceeding. 

Restitution – Returning to the proper owner property or 
the monetary value of loss.

Revocation Hearing – The type of hearing held to 
determine of an individual has violated their conditions 
of probation.

Right of Discovery – The right of the defendant (and 
their attorney) to know all the evidence the court has 
against them prior to beginning their trial. 

SC Victims’ Compensation Fund – Service within 
the state of South Carolina that offers financial 
compensation to eligible crime victims and their families. 

School Personnel - Homicide may impact children. 
School personnel may be involved to assist with any 
mental health services that can be provided to children 
in schools as well as make accommodations in learning 
plans related to the loss.

Sentence – The punishment given to a person convicted 
of a crime. 
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Solicitor – An attorney who works for the state, who 
usually oversees the prosecution of serious, criminal 
cases. 

Solicitor’s Office - The solicitor’s office houses attorneys 
who will represent the State and make decisions about 
prosecution of the case.

Solicitor’s Office Victim Advocates - Work with 
victims of crime to assist them through the criminal 
justice system process, providing them emotional 
support and accompaniment to court when needed.

South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole, 
and Pardon Services (SCDPPPS) – Agency in charge 
of the supervision of offenders placed on probation by 
the court and paroled by the State Board of Paroles and 
Pardons. 

Department of Crime Victim Compensation (DCVC) 
– As of July 1st, 2017 (by Act 96 of the 2017 Legislative 
Session) the General Assembly transferred SOVA to the 
Office of the Attorney General’s South Carolina Crime 
Victim Services Division. The mission of DCVC is to 
assist eligible crime victims and their families in putting 
the pieces of their life back together.

Subpoena – A court order for someone to appear 
in court. 

Trauma Focused Treatment - An evidence-based 
psychotherapy or counselling that aims at addressing 
the needs of children and adults with post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) and other difficulties related to 
traumatic life events.

“True bill” – Bill of indictment found by a grand jury 
to be supported by sufficient evidence to justify the 
hearing of a case. 

Verdict – A decision on a disputed issue in a civil or 
criminal case. 

Victim Assistant (Advocate) - Professionals trained 
to support victims of crime. Advocates offer victims 
information, emotional support, and help finding 
resources and filling out paperwork. Sometimes, 
advocates go to court with victims.

Victim Impact Statement (VIS) – The purpose of a 
Victim Impact Statement is to allow the victims of crime, 
during the decision-making process on sentencing or 
parole, to describe to the court/ parole board how the 
crime impacted them. This helps the Judge/ Parole 
Board decide an appropriate sentence or whether parole 
should be allowed at that time. 

Voir dire – The jury selection process. Both attorneys, 
the defense attorney and the solicitor, may “strike” 
(reject) a limited number of people in the jury pool. 

Voluntary Manslaughter – Voluntary Manslaughter is 
the killing of another person when the offender had no 
prior intent to harm or kill, but a sudden circumstance 
made him/her mentally or emotionally distraught. 

Witness – Anyone who has any information about the 
criminal case is a potential witness. 

Writ – A written order issued by a court commanding 
someone to do or stop doing a particular act.
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TYPICAL ON-SCENE PERSONNEL

Emergency Medical Services

Fire Department

SWAT

FBI

Police Department

Sheriff’s Office

Coroner

Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy (Chaplain Response)

Law Enforcement Victim Advocates (LEVAs)

Department of Social Services (if child involved)

South Carolina Department of Mental Health (SCDMH)

Media

Forensic Cleanup
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Agency Type On Scene 48 Hours ~1 Week ~1 Month 1 Month+ 

Emergency 
Services  

EMS         
Fire Department   Lowcountry Firefighter Support Group   
SWAT         

Law 
Enforcement 

FBI 

Police Department 

Sheriff’s Office 
  Police Chief (NCPD)       
  Detectives 

  SC Department of Probation, Parole & Pardon Services 

Religious 
Survivors' faith community (e.g., pastor, minister, priest, rabbi, imam) 

  Hospital Chaplain     

Medical 

Coroner 
Hospital & Emergency Department services       
  MUSC Clinical Forensic        
    Outpatient Medical Providers 

Victim Advocacy 
Law Enforcement Victim Advocates (e.g., County Sheriff, Police Dept., FBI, Probation Parole & Pardon) 
  M.A.D. USA 

    Solicitor's Office Victim Advocates 

Mental Health & 
Social Support 

Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy (Chaplain Crisis Response) CCC (Survivor Care Team) 
SC DMH (Mobile Crisis Unit, VOCA clinicians) DMH (VOCA & staff clinicians) 
MUSC MAP Advocacy Program (DV services)        
  Hospital Social Worker      
  Dee Norton Child Advocacy Center 

  Dorchester Children's Advocacy Center 

  MUSC Telehealth Resilience & Recovery Program (TRRP)   
  MUSC National Crime Victims Research & Treatment Center (NCVRTC) 

      Local Homicide Support 
Groups 

Housing & 
Shelter 

  DV Shelters     
  One80 Place     

Legal 

DSS/Family Court 

  Attorneys 

  Bond Court 

    Solicitor's Office  
      Probate Court   
      Guardians Ad Litem 

Financial 
Assistance 

SCVAN (hotel & forensic clean up)       

  Department of Crime Victims Compensation (DCVC) 

  Homeowner's Insurance  
    Liza's Lifeline   
    Project Unity USA     
    M.A.D. USA     

Other 
 

 

Forensic cleanup       
Media 
  Funeral Homes     
  School personnel (e.g., counselor, teacher, principal, DMH, chaplain, nurse) 

 
 

TRICOUNTY HOMICIDE RESPONSE MAP
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NOTES
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Hold on to what is good
Even if it’s a handful of earth.
Hold on to what you believe

Even if it’s a tree that stands by itself.
Hold on to what you must do

Even if it’s a long way from here.
Hold on to your life

Even if it’s easier to let go.
Hold on to my hand

Even when I’ve gone away from you.

HOLD ON

- Hopi prayer
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