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Wednesday, August 16, 2017 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Registration/ Networking Opportunity 

Thursday, August 17, 2017 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Registration   

8:30 a.m. – 8:40 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks 
  Marilyn McCoy Roberts, Acting Director, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) 

8:40 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.  National Center for Victims of Crime and National Sheriffs’ Association  
  Introduction and Overview         
  Mai Fernandez, Executive Director, National Center for Victims of Crime  
  Jeffrey R. Dion, Deputy Executive Director, National Center for Victims of Crime 
  Jonathan F. Thompson, Executive Director, National Sheriffs’ Association 

9:15 a.m. – 10:05 a.m.  Grantee Introductions 
 Palm Beach County Division of Victim Services 
 Medical University of South Carolina 
 Anti-Violence Partnership of Philadelphia 
 Frontline Service 
 Baltimore Child Abuse Center 
 Office of the Bronx District Attorney  
 Thresholds and Chicago Survivors 

10:05 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Tips and Highlights from Your OVC Grant Managers 
   Mary Atlas-Terry, Victim Justice Program Specialist, OVC 

Kareem Izlar-Mathis, Victim Justice Program Specialist, OVC 

10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Death Notification and Guided Discussion 
 Michelle Palmer, Executive Director, Wendt Center for Loss and Healing 

11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch on Your Own 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Intervention after Notification 
  Carroll Ann Ellis, Private Consultant 

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  Break 

2:45 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  Guiding Principles of Trauma-Informed Care 
   Joan Gillece, Ph. D, Director of SAMHSA’s National Center for Trauma-Informed 
   Care 
   William Kellibrew, The William Kellibrew Foundation 

4:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Site Specific Discussions/Q&A  

4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Announcements and Dismissal 

5:45 p.m. Networking Opportunity 
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Friday, August 18, 2017 

8:30 a.m. – 8:40 a.m.  Welcome 
  Susan Williams, Associate Director, Office for Victims of Crime 

8:40 a.m. – 9:55 a.m.  Getting to Know Your Subject Matter Experts 
  Carroll Ellis, Private Consultant  
  Timothy Woods, National Sheriffs’ Association 
   John Fudenburg, International Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners 
  Dorothy Johnson, Mothers in Charge, Inc. 
  Dan Levey, Parents of Murdered Children, Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
  Michelle Palmer, Wendt Center for Loss and Healing 
  Tyrone Parker, Alliance of Concerned Men 
  Debbie Weir, Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
  Catherine Gallagher, Ph.D., George Mason University 

9:55 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.  Action Planning and Q&A with Subject Matter Experts 
   Toni Lawrimore, Program Coordinator, National Center for Victims of Crime 

10:55 a.m. – 11:05 a.m.  Literature Review Introduction 
   Lynn Addington, Ph.D., Professor of Justice, Law, and Society, American  
  University 

11:05 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Technical Assistance Resource Overview 
    National Center for Victims of Crime  
    National Sheriffs’ Association 
    Office for Victims of Crime Training and Technical Assistance Center 
    Vera Institute of Justice  
    International Association of Chiefs of Police 

12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  Lunch on Your Own 

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Collecting Vision 21 Performance Measures Using the PMT 
  Matthew Kenyon, Performance Measurement Coordinator, Officer for Victims of 

Crime 
  Denise Kootin-Sanwu, Consultant, Booz Allen   Hamilton 

2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Evaluation and Data Collection 
  Catherine Gallagher, Ph.D., Associate Professor, George Mason University 
  Rachel Ferris, National Center for Victims of Crime 

4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Closing Remarks and Next Steps 
  Jeffrey R. Dion, Deputy Executive Director, National Center for Victims of Crime 
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PARTICIPANT BIOS 

National Center for Victims of Crime 

Jeffrey R. Dion 
Deputy Executive Director, National Center for Victims of Crime 

Jeff Dion has championed crime victims’ rights for more than two 
decades. Dion began advocating for victims in 1982, when his 23-year-
old sister, Paulette, was murdered by a serial killer. Only 14 years old 
himself, Dion pressed the police for information on his sister’s case and, 
after it was solved, decided to pursue a career in law to help other crime 
victims. 

In honor of his sister’s memory, Dion lobbied the Virginia General 
Assembly, resulting in 13 victims’ rights bills being enacted into law. 
These statutes established a victim’s right to be present in the 
courtroom, the right to offer oral impact testimony at sentencing, the 

Mai Fernandez 
Deputy Executive Director, National Center for Victims of Crime 

Mai Fernandez is the executive director of the National Center 
for Victims of Crime, a position she has held since June 2010. 
With a distinguished 25-year career in the criminal justice, 
nonprofit, and policy arenas, Fernandez brings extensive 
national, state, and local leadership experience in victim-related 
work to the National Center. Formerly the acting executive 
director of the Latin American Youth Center – a DC-based 
nonprofit organization that provides multicultural underserved 
youth with education, social, and job training services – 
Fernandez has spent the last 13 years managing programs that 
serve victims of child abuse, sex trafficking, and gang violence.  
 Before joining the Latin American Youth Center, Fernandez served as assistant district attorney for 

New York County, helping victims navigate the criminal justice system and pleading their cases 
before the court. She also developed policy for victims of domestic and youth violence at the U.S. 
Department of Justice and Office of Justice Programs, and she served as a congressional aide to U.S. 
Representatives Mickey Leland and Jim Florio. 

Fernandez received her undergraduate degree from Dickinson College, juris doctor from American 
University, and master’s degree in public administration from Harvard University's JFK School of 
Government. Mai [pronounced "MY"] resides with her husband and son in Washington, DC. 

right to confer with the prosecutor, a civil cause of action for stalking, an expanded civil statute of 
limitations for victims, and an expanded legal definition of “victim.”  
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In 1998, Dion joined the staff of the National Center for Victims of Crime, where he currently serves 
as deputy executive director. He also serves as director of the National Crime Victim Bar Association. 
In that capacity, he lectures throughout the country to foster greater communication and 
understanding among crime victims and attorneys. Having trained advocates and attorneys in 49 
states, Dion is a nationally recognized expert with strong ties to direct service providers and leaders 
in the field of victim services. In the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks, Dion worked 
with more than 1,500 victims and surviving family members to help them understand their rights, 
and he helped train more than 2,000 attorneys on the dynamics of victimization and understanding 
the special needs of survivors. He is an OVC-TTAC consultant/trainer on homicide issues. 

From 2002 to 2010, he was appointed by the Governor to the Virginia Criminal Justice Services 
Board, which distributes Victims of Crime Act and Violence Against Women Act grant funds to local 
programs throughout the Commonwealth. Dion served on the Victim Services Grant Review 
Committee, and was chairman of the Victim-Witness Issues Advisory Committee. 

Dion, who is also a survivor of childhood sexual abuse, served as president of his local rape crisis 
center, Sexual Assault Victim Advocacy Service of Prince William County, Inc. He currently serves on 
the board of ACTS, the social service organization which includes the sexual assault and domestic 
violence programs for Prince William County, Virginia.  

In 2005, Dion was presented the Allies for Justice Award by the Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers, 
and was honored by the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services as one of the individuals 
who has had the greatest impact on crime victims’ rights in Virginia over the previous 10 years. In 
2006, the Attorney General of the United States presented him with the Ronald Wilson Reagan 
Public Policy Award. This award honors an outstanding individual whose leadership, vision, and 
innovation have led to significant changes in public policy and practice that benefit crime victims, 
and is one of the prestigious National Crime Victims’ Rights Week Awards, which are the highest 
honors in the field of crime victim services. 

Toni Lawrimore 

Program Coordinator, Complex Homicide, National Center for Victims of Crime 

Toni Lawrimore is the program coordinator with the Complex Homicide program at the National 
Center for Victims of Crime. She began her work with crime victims as a rape crisis advocate at the 
University of South Carolina’s Student Health Services Sexual Assault and Violence Intervention and 
Prevention office. She then moved on to serve victims with the office of the South Carolina Attorney 
General as the sole prosecution victim advocate. Her work took her to Washington, DC to become a 
human trafficking program officer with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants before she 
joined the team at the National Center for Victims of Crime. Lawrimore’s passion for working with 
victims of crime began when she studied for her master’s degree in social work and master’s degree 
in public health at the University of South Carolina, where she focused on violent crime as a public 
health issue. She is a Licensed Master of Social Work. 
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Josue Melendez 
Program Associate, Complex Homicide, National Center for Victims of Crime 

Josue Melendez is the program associate for the Complex Homicide program at the National Center 
for Victims of Crime.  He also assisted in the distribution of the National Center for Victims of Crime’s 
Compassion Fund to the victims of the Pulse shooting in 2016 in Orlando, FL, where he spoke to the 
victims of the deceased to assist them with vital services. Melendez graduated from Coppin State 
University with an undergraduate degree in interdisciplinary studies with a concentration in health 
information management and psychology and has worked in victim services since 2015. He has 
worked at the National Sexual Assault Hotline at RAINN (Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network), the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline at Polaris, and the DC Victim Hotline. Melendez has used his 
personal history of family members and friends murdered through gang violence in his country of El 
Salvador to drive his work. Melendez was a resident director at his university, where he would serve 
as a resource for his residents who had family who were victims of homicide. 

Rachel Ferris 
Research and Evaluation Specialist, National Center for Victims of Crime 

Rachel Ferris is a program evaluator, facilitator, and data analyst. She currently works with a variety 
of research, evaluation, and needs assessment projects at the National Center for Victims of Crime, 
designing tools for collecting reliable and valid data through surveys, interviews, focus groups, and 
observation rubrics. Ferris earned her master’s degree in political science, with a concentration on 
comparative politics and econometrics. She has advanced skills in both qualitative and quantitative 
data collection methods, analysis, and visualization using Python, Stata, and Tableau. 
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National Sheriffs’ Association 

Jonathan F. Thompson 
Executive Director and CEO, National Sheriffs’ Association 

Jonathan F. Thompson is currently the executive director and 
CEO of the National Sheriffs’ Association, the nation’s 
preeminent, non-profit entity representing the interests of the 
3,086 sheriffs in the United States. Immediately prior, Mr. 
Thompson was a principal with Refero Communications, helping 
organizations to plan and implement their communications 
strategies on a wide variety of public affairs, public relations, and 
government outreach endeavors. 
 Immediately prior, Mr. Thompson was a principal with Refero Communications, helping 

organizations to plan and implement their communications strategies on a wide variety of public 
affairs, public relations, and government outreach endeavors. 

Earlier (2007-2009), Mr. Thompson was the director of external affairs for the Department of 
Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency. In this role, he oversaw all elements 
of communications and outreach for the agency, including public affairs, community affairs, 
legislative, international and intergovernmental affairs, as well as all web and social media 
communications. Previously, Mr. Thompson was deputy assistant secretary of defense for public 
affairs, responsible for the design, development, and oversight of communications planning for the 
Department’s Iraq and Global War on Terror. Prior to this assignment, Mr. Thompson served in the 
Defense Reconstruction Support Office for Iraq and Afghanistan Affairs. 

Prior to his government service, Mr. Thompson served in senior management positions with two 
national trade associations. 

Mr. Thompson holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin – Madison, is married, 
and lives in Northern Virginia. 
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Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) 

Timothy Woods 
Director of the Grants & Contracts Division, National Sheriffs’ 
Association 

Tim Woods has been the director of the Grants & Contracts Division 
at the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) since 1997. In addition, he 
has been a project director at NSA on more than 25 federal grants, 
and has authored or co-authored numerous training guides for law 
enforcement, including the Office for Victims of Crime funded First 
Response to Victims of Crime. Tim also served on the board of 
directors for the National Organization of Parents of Murdered 
Children (POMC) from 2011 to 2015. He holds an LL.M. in 
international law from the Georgetown University Law Center, an 
M.A. in sociology from the University of Virginia, and a J.D. from St.
Louis University School of Law.

Jessica Vanderpool 
Director of Special Projects, National Sheriffs’ Association 

Jessica Vanderpool is the director of special projects at the National 
Sheriffs’ Association and has been with NSA since 2014. She has 
served as director and coordinator for grant projects on the topics 
of Law Enforcement Response to an Investigation of Domestic 
Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking; Animal Cruelty as a Gateway 
to More Serious Crimes; Child Abuse Prosecution; and 
Multidisciplinary Responses to Families and Communities in 
Complex Homicide Cases. Jessica is the staff liaison for NSA’s 
Domestic Violence and Crime Victim Services Committee as well as 
the Youth Programs and Juvenile Justice Committee. She holds an 
M.A. in education from Saint Louis University.
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Marilyn McCoy Roberts 
Acting Director, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) 

Marilyn McCoy Roberts is the acting director of the Office for Victims of 
Crime (OVC), where she oversees its programs and services to help victims 
in the aftermath of crime and to provide continued support to them as they 
rebuild their lives. During her previous tenure as the deputy director for 
OVC’s State Compensation and Assistance and Operations Division, she had 
oversight of OVC’s Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) formula and discretionary 
grants programs, as well as internal operations, including budget, training 
and technical assistance, and communications functions. Ms. Roberts has 
been with the U.S. Department of Justice since May 1995. 

Prior to joining OVC in October 2013, Ms. Roberts spent 11 years with OJP’s Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), starting as a special advisor to the administrator and becoming 
the deputy administrator for programs in 2004. In that capacity, Ms. Roberts oversaw the three 
programmatic divisions of OJJDP. She was personally involved in enhancing several national program 
initiatives, including Internet Crimes against Children, Missing and Exploited Children, National and 
Local Mentoring, and Juvenile and Family Drug Courts. Before joining OJJDP, she was the director of 
the Drug Courts Program Office at OJP. Before her government service, Ms. Roberts held several 
management positions during her 18-year career at the National Center for State Courts, a private, 
nonprofit organization devoted to the improvement of state court administration. She has staffed 
and directed national-scope research projects and has written on a number of court administration 
topics, including legislative relations, substance abuse and the courts, and gender bias in the courts. 

Ms. Roberts holds a B.A. in sociology from the University of Denver and an M.P.A. from the 
University of Colorado. She is a fellow of the Court Executive Development Program of the Institute 
for Court Management of the National Center for State Courts. 

Ms. Roberts was named Acting Director of OVC on January 3, 2017. 

Susan Williams 
Associate Director of Program Development, Office for Victims of Crime 
(OVC) 

Susan Williams is the associate director of program development at the 
Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) within the U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), where she supports the deputy 
director for the National Programs Division and manages the Special 
Emphasis Team. Before joining OVC in June 2014, Ms. Williams served in 
DOJ’s Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) for 16 years, starting as a 
program specialist and becoming an associate director in 2006. In that 
capacity, she supported the director and was responsible for the 
administration of four OVW discretionary grant programs. 
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During that time, Ms. Williams provided leadership in the development and administration of 
several special initiatives administered by OVW, including: the Sexual Assault Demonstration 
Initiative, designed to enhance sexual assault services in dual/multiservice agencies; the New 
Orleans Special Initiative, designed to rebuild and transform the response to domestic and sexual 
violence in post-Katrina New Orleans; and the President’s Family Justice Center Initiative, designed 
to support the planning, development, and establishment of 15 comprehensive domestic violence 
victim service centers across the United States. Ms. Williams also participated in the development 
of the attorney general’s National Protocol for Sexual Assault Medical Forensic Examinations 
(SAFE), the National Training Standards for Sexual Assault Medical Forensic Examiners, the SAFE 
Technical Assistance Program, and the development of the SAFE Virtual Practicum titled, “Sexual 
Assault: Clinical and Forensic Management.” 

Ms. Williams joined DOJ in 1995 as a grant advisor with the Office of Community Oriented Policing 
Services, a position she held for three years. 

Ms. Williams holds a B.A. from Michigan State University and an M.P.A. from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

Kareem Izlar-Mathis 
Victim Justice Program Specialist, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) 

Kareem Izlar-Mathis is a victim justice program specialist at the Office for 
Victims of Crime in the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice 
Programs. He administers multiple grants covering tribal awards, supporting 
male survivors of violence, Vision 21 multidisciplinary responses to families 
and communities in complex homicide cases, technology innovations on 
identity theft applications, and Vision 21 innovations grants to enhance and 
transform services for victims of crime. He also oversees special projects, 
which include providing explanations of program statutes, guidelines, and 
agency policy to recipient grantees.  

Before joining OVC in 2012, Mr. Izlar-Mathis was a grant technician for the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA). While there, Mr. Izlar-Mathis managed the closeout of Local Law Enforcement 
Block Grants (LLEBG) and Recovery Act Grants under $25,000 covering four to eight states. During 
that time Mr. Izlar-Mathis also represented BJA at national conferences and on various working 
groups within Office of Justice Programs on local law enforcement, community policing, and the 
then newly released Recovery Act awards. 

Before that, Mr. Izlar-Mathis was a government contractor with Pitney Bowes Government 
Solutions Agency, where he was first introduced to BJA LLEBG awards. While there, he managed 
grant startup activities for grants under $15,000.  

Mr. Izlar-Mathis holds computer networking certificates from Unisoft School of Computer 
Technology. 
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for Families of Murder Victims, a nonprofit victim service program housed within the Philadelphia 
District Attorney’s Office, Homicide Division. Ms. Atlas-Terry holds a master’s in social work from the 
University of Maryland at Baltimore and a bachelor’s in social work from Salisbury State University. 
She became involved in the victims field after her husband was murdered in 1993. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Atlas-Terry 
Victim Justice Program Specialist, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) 
 
Mary Atlas-Terry is a victim justice program specialist at Office for Victims of 
Crime (OVC), within the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs. 
In that capacity, she develops grant programs and monitors cooperative 
agreements for a variety of initiatives involving services for victims of crime. 
Most of her projects address services for family members of homicide victims 
and victims of human trafficking. Before joining OVC in 2003, Ms. Atlas-Terry 
worked for the Anti-Violence Partnership of Philadelphia as a program director 

Matthew Kenyon 
Performance Measurement Coordinator, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) 
 
Matthew Kenyon is the performance measurement coordinator at the Office for Victims of Crime 
within the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs. Mr. Kenyon brings extensive 
expertise in performance measurement development and assessment. He previously worked for 
CSR, Inc., where he managed a variety of data analysis and performance measure initiatives as a 
contractor for the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA). This included providing regular data analysis of 
five BJA grant programs and working as part of a team to revise BJA's approach to performance 
measurement. This resulted in the revised performance measures for the Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG) and other programs as well as a new reporting system. Before that, Mr. Kenyon worked as a 
research assistant at George Mason University's Center for Justice Leadership and Management, 
where he conducted research as part of the National Police Research Platform. He has also 
previously worked as an emergency dispatcher, police officer, and forensic technician. Mr. Kenyon 
holds an M.A. in criminal justice from Radford University and is a doctoral candidate in the 
Criminology, Law, and Society program at George Mason. 
 
Denise Kootin-Sanwu 
Consultant, Training and Technical Assistance Specialist, Booz Allen Hamilton 
 
Ms. Kootin-Sanwu is a consultant at Booz Allen Hamilton, and supports the Office for Victims of 
Crime Performance Measurement Tool team. Ms. Kootin-Sanwu has three years of professional 
experience in training and technical assistance, performance measurement, strategic 
communications, and research and data analysis. She has developed, reviewed, and supported 
training for internal teams, civil health agencies, and a local nonprofit. As a certified instructional 
systems designer, she co-led the development, implementation, and training of an internal team 
onboarding at Booz Allen. Ms. Kootin-Sanwu also led strategic communications and reviewed 
training products for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ Call Center Operations Group. 
Through her research and analyses, she helped her clients ensure the accuracy and efficacy of their 
communications by reporting strategic insights that improved call center performance measures and 
by identifying areas for improvement.  
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Subject Matter Experts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carroll Ann Ellis 
Senior Advisor 
 
Carroll Ann Ellis last served as the Office for Victims of Crime 
Training and Technical Assistance Center’s (OVC TTAC) director of 
training delivery where among other responsibilities, she was 
tasked orchestrating the National Victim Assistance Academy, a 
position she was drawn to after having been a faculty member of 

the academy since its early inception in 1995.  Following her retirement from the Fairfax County Police 
Department she enthusiastically joined ICF’s Office for Victims of Crime Training and Technical 
Assistance team where she worked on the OVC TTAC Capacity Building and Outreach strategy and 
program designed to support the OVC mission. 

For more than 30 years, Carroll Ann Ellis has worked in the area of social services.  She has a wide range 
of former positions to include juvenile probation officer, school social worker, group home counselor, 
and community organizer.  She has earned a credible reputation in the victimology and law enforcement 
arena through her former position as the director of victim services in four major police jurisdictions in 
northern Virginia.  She has managed and coordinated comprehensive services for thousands of victims 
of different crimes including: family violence, sexual assault, stalking, victims of human trafficking, and 
crimes against children, identity theft, homicide, and robbery.  Her work includes development of 
special programs tailored to meet the specific needs of victims based on crime category; training and 
technical assistance on a broad range of victim issues; creation and facilitation of the first police-based 
homicide support group, development of community intervention systems, program standards for 

Lynn A. Addington, Ph.D 
Associate Professor, American University 
 
Lynn A. Addington, Ph.D. is a professor in the Department of Justice, 
Law and Criminology at American University in Washington, D.C. She 
earned her Ph.D. in criminal justice from the University at Albany 
(SUNY) and her J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
Her research focuses on fatal and non-fatal violent victimization with 
an emphasis on policy responses to preventing violence and serving 
victims as well as the measurement of crime and utilization of 
national crime statistics.  

She also is interested in ways to better connect research with practice and policy. In 2016, she 
received AU’s top award for faculty research. She also has served as a visiting fellow with the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics and editor of Homicide Studies. Her recent publications have appeared in a range 
of outlets including the Journal of Quantitative Criminology; Justice Quarterly; and Trauma, Violence 
and Abuse. She is the co-editor (with James P. Lynch) of a volume of original research entitled 
Understanding Crime Statistics: Revisiting the Divergence of the NCVS and UCR (2007, Cambridge 
University Press). 
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police responses to domestic violence victims, and collaboration between the law enforcement and 
practitioner communities. Ms. Ellis developed the first in-house police shelter for domestic violence 
victims designed to immediately house victims in need of emergency support.  She is nationally 
recognized for her expertise in the area of the impact of homicide on family members and is frequently 
called upon provide training for law enforcement both nationally and abroad.  She has worked a number 
of high-profile cases to include the CIA murders, the DC Sniper case, response to the family members of 
the 911 attack on the Pentagon, and the Virginia Tech murders to name only a few.  Ms. Ellis’ work was 
featured in the controversial film “Fury to Forgiveness.”  She is also a subject in John Douglas’s best 
seller, “Obsession.”  She has written countless articles and chapters related to victim issues and 
concerns.     

Ms. Ellis served on Governor Kaine’s Commission on Sexual Assault and was appointed by the Justice 
Department as one of the three-person panel members of the U.S. Department of Justice Review Panel 
on Prison Rape. In the aftermath of the Virginia Tech murders, Ms. Ellis was appointed to serve on 
Governor Kaine’s Virginia Tech Independent Review Panel and contributed to the final report.  She has 
enjoyed several adjunct professor positions with numerous colleges and universities in the Washington, 
DC area.  She recently served on the board of Parents of Murdered Children. She is the recipient of 
countless awards and citations to include the Attorney General’s National Crime Victims’ Right Week 
Award for Service, 2004 and the American Society of Victimology Ed Stout Award.  Ms. Ellis has a 
master’s degree in psychology and lives in Fairfax Station, Virginia where she is involved in a host of 
community and volunteer endeavors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Gallagher, Ph.D. 
Professor at George Mason University 
 
Catherine Gallagher is a professor at George Mason University where she 
focuses on improving health and social services for high risk adolescent 
populations. Currently she is examining protective and risk factors for 
firearm-related injuries and suicide among adolescents, and specializes in 
the evaluation of complex interventions for complex populations. Her work 
on justice-involved adolescents has appeared in the Journal of the 
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the Journal of  

Adolescent Health, Social Science and Medicine and Pediatrics. She has served on multiple national 
evaluation programs, including the ACA's mandated evaluation of home visiting programs. She is a 
board member of the Campbell Collaboration, an international organization dedicated to evaluating 
the effectiveness of interventions. 
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John Fudenburg, D-ABMDI 
Coroner Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner 
 
John Fudenberg is the coroner for the Clark County Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner (CCOCME) 
and has been with the office since 2003. Mr. Fudenberg brings 25 plus years of law enforcement and 
public service experience to the position, working in Anoka County, MN and for the City of Las Vegas, in 
Las Vegas, Nevada prior to continuing his career with Clark County. John is a diplomat with the American 
Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators (ABMDI). He serves on the IAC&ME Board of Directors and is 
the Secretary of the International Association of Coroner & Medical Examiners (IAC&ME). John is also a 
past commissioner of the National Commission on Forensic Science (NCFS). John serves on the National 
Institute of Standards & Technology Organization of Scientific Area Committee (NIST OSAC), as well as 
chairman of the Las Vegas Trauma Intervention Program (TIP). Mr. Fudenberg has been a guest lecturer, 
instructor and subject matter consultant regarding medicolegal death investigations and management 
topics. 
 

Joan Gillece, Ph.D. 
Director, SAMHSA National Center for Trauma Informed Care  

 
Dr. Gillece has 35 years of experience working in the behavioral health field with twenty dedicated to 
trauma and eleven in prevention of seclusion and restraint. Working across agencies, Dr. Gillece 
promotes the use of trauma-informed care in multiple settings including mental health, substance 
abuse, adult and juvenile justice, and homeless services.  
 
Prior to joining the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors (NASMHPD) 11 years 
ago, Dr. Gillece served as director of special populations for Maryland’s Mental Hygiene Administration 
where her responsibilities included all aspects of state mental health planning and delivery of services as 
well as development of collaboration across agencies serving individuals with psychiatric diagnosis. As 
project director for SAMHSA’s National Center for Trauma-Informed Care (NCTIC), Dr. Gillece has 
championed the cause of full consumer integration and development of culturally competent programs. 
Utilizing survivors in all aspects of trauma work, Dr. Gillece has coordinated and provided technical 
assistance, conference presentations, and consultations to multiple systems across the country. 
Commitment to strength-based support by implementing trauma informed values with the overreaching 
theme of healing has been her focus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Johnson-Speight MHS, LPC 
Founder and Executive Director of Mothers In Charge, Inc (MIC) 
 
Dorothy is a highly regarded leader, advocate, speaker, guest 
radio/television commentator, and a clarion voice against the war to 
end senseless acts of violent crime. Her work, though rooted in 
Philadelphia, has led to national appearances and presentations 
across the United States and abroad. 
A licensed family therapist, Dorothy is a proponent for the rights of 
children and families. She has a distinguished career in victim 
advocacy. 
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The organization's mission is realized through collaborative partnerships with the school districts, 
youth and faith-based and community organizations, and government agencies, while providing 
grief support to families affected by violence. Subsequently, Dorothy's vision and leadership has 
inspired others who have been affected by grief and loss. MIC chapter affiliates have been 
established in San Francisco, CA; Los Angeles, CA; Kansas City, MO; St Louis, MO; Atlantic City, NJ; 
Brooklyn, NY; Knoxville, TN; and Harrisburg, PA. 
 
Other initiatives at Mothers In Charge include community engagement with local faith-based 
organizations and other community groups. MIC is also involved in collaborations with the City of 
Philadelphia agencies, homicide survivor outreach, individual and group grief support, youth 
development/mentoring. MIC has most recently established Women Working for a Change (WW4C), 
an onsite job training program for women who were formerly incarcerated. In May 2014, Mothers In 
Charge (MIC) hosted its second national conference The Cost Of Violence: The Journey From Pain to 
Peace in Philadelphia. The conference offered an exciting line-up of impassioned speakers, impactful 
and thought provoking panel discussions, in addition to important skill-sharing workshops. The 
results-driven environment featured workshops on legislative organizing, restorative justice, fund 
development, and ways one begins the journey of healing and the support needed. 
 

The work of MIC and its founder, Dorothy Johnson-Speight, has been recognized by local and 
national media establishments including the following: Philadelphia Magazine's coveted Best 
Philadelphia Award, recognition by Philadelphia Eagles 75th Anniversary Celebration as one of the 
75 Greatest Living Philadelphians, and selection by Philadelphia Tribune as one of 2012 
Philadelphia's Most Influential African American Leaders. The film, No Greater Pain, produced by 
Villanova University, was selected to screen at the 2012 San Diego, CA and Chicago, IL Black Film 
Festival. MIC and its leaders have also received numerous organizational awards and recognitions 
including the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Director of Community Service Award, the 
Wells/Fargo/Wachovia Community Service Award, and the School District of Philadelphia 
Humanitarian Award. Dorothy has also earned an appointment by Philadelphia Mayor Michael 
Nutter as Board Trustee to the Philadelphia Prison System. In September 2013, Dorothy was named 
as Philadelphia Citizen of the Year by the Philadelphia Inquirer and 2015 was selected as a Soror 
Justice Fellow. The efforts of Mothers In Charge has received national coverage on the OWN 
Network's "Our America,” hosted by Lisa Ling. She has received numerous certificates of 
appreciation from the Department of Human Services, Division of Juvenile Justice Services Youth 
Study Center. The newsletters, blogs, and website provide an ongoing opportunity for community 
education about timely and critical issues of violence. Recognizing violence as a nation epidemic, 
Dorothy Johnson-Speight and Mothers In Charge will continue their work to advocate for and make a 
difference in the community. 
 

Following the tragic murder of her son Khaaliq Jabbar Johnson in 2001 over a parking space 
dispute, Mrs. Johnson-Speight, along with other grieving mothers, founded the nonprofit 
organization Mothers In Charge, Inc., (MIC). Based in Philadelphia, MIC is a grassroots 
organization whose mission is violence prevention through education. MIC engages in proactive 
intervention with children, young adults, families and community organizations. 
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Dan Levey 
Former Executive Director of Parents of Murdered Children; currently 
serves as Victim Specialist with Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD)  
 
Dan Levey currently serves as a victim specialist with MADD. Dan was 
the executive director of the National Organization of Parents of  
 

William Kelibrew IV 
Consultant, National Association of State Mental Health Program 
Directors 
 
William Kellibrew IV lives each day with his passion in his hand. He is a 
global advocate for human, civil, children, and victims’ rights, focused 
on a values-driven approach to address trauma and violence. Kellibrew 
knows the impact that trauma and violence has on individuals and 
families all too well. 

Murdered Children, Inc. (POMC) from 2012-2016. Levey also previously served as the director of the 
Office of Victim Services at the Office of Arizona Attorney General (2009-2012) and as the advisor for 
victims to the Arizona Governor (2003-2009). Levey has served in various volunteer capacities 
throughout his career, including as national board president of POMC (2003-2011), state chairman 
of Mothers Against Drunk Driving Operations council (2005-2011), board member and National 
President of the National Organization of Victim Assistance, a member of the National Institute of 
Justice, Cold Case Task Force and the Arizona Supreme Court’s Commission on Victims In the Court 
and the Arizona Supreme Court’s Capital Case Committee.  
 
Levey has been a dedicated advocate for victims' rights since 1996, when his brother Howard was 
murdered. Levey’s focus has been to change and improve public policy concerning the treatment of 
crime victims and their families, and he has been involved in crafting numerous pieces of victims’ 
rights legislation. Levey has received several awards for his victim advocacy including the United 
States Attorney General's Ronald W. Reagan Public Policy Award, through the Department of Justice, 

              
             

 

On July 2, 1984, at age 10, Kellibrew witnessed the murders of his mother, Jacqueline, and 12-year-
old brother, Anthony, by his mother’s ex-boyfriend in their family living room. The killer took his own 
life that day, but not before making William beg for his life at gunpoint.  
 
His pathway to hope, healing, rebuilding, recovery, and resilience can be credited to the many 
mentors, professionals in the mental health system, teachers, friends, professors, supporters, and 
family members who did not give up on him, including his grandmother who raised his siblings and 
him following the murders. 
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Michelle Palmer 
Executive Director, Wendt Center for Loss and Healing 
 
Michelle Palmer is the executive director of the Wendt Center for Loss 
and Healing, a mental health agency specializing in issues related to 
grief/loss and trauma. Ms. Palmer has been living and working in the 
District of Columbia for 17 years. Her professional areas of expertise 
include HIV/AIDS, grief/loss, and trauma. As part of the District’s mass 
casualty response, Ms. Palmer responded to the shootings at the Navy 
Yard including providing the death notifications to the families of seven 
of the victims. Ms. Palmer has provided trainings on issues related to 
grief/loss and trauma locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 

She has served on a multitude of committees and task forces to address issues related to violent 
crime, including the development of the District’s Victim Services Mass Disaster Academy and Mayor 
Bowser’s Safer Stronger DC Task Force. Ms. Palmer received her master’s degree in social work from 
the University of Vermont and is a licensed independent clinical social worker in the District of 
Columbia. 
 

Tyrone C. Parker 
Executive Director, Alliance of Concerned Men 
 
Tyrone C. Parker is a founding member and executive director of the 
Alliance of Concerned Men, a nationally renowned Washington, DC-based 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to combat juvenile crime by 
providing life and social aptness skills to the youth. Parker is well known 
for his orchestration of a truce between two of Washington, DC’s most 
notoriously violent rival gangs in Benning Terrace, “the Avenue and 
Circle.” Many local leaders felt that such a feat could not be accomplished 
because of the complexity of their rivalry. However, Mr. Parker and the 
alliance remained diligent on seeing an end toward neighborhood 
violence. He has testified on juvenile justice issues before former 
Congressman Henry Hyde (R-III) and Congressman John Conyers about 
juvenile crime issues and solutions.  

In 2011, the White House recognized Kellibrew as a “Champion of Change.” In 2013, he received the 
Voice Award from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration for his work 
across the country as a peer/consumer leader. In 2014, he accepted the Capitol Probe Award at the 
District of Columbia Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, and in 2015 he received the U.S. Congressional 
Victims' Rights Caucus Eva Murillo Unsung Hero Award.  
 
Kellibrew’s resilience has been featured on the Oprah Winfrey Show, CNN, MSNBC, BBC, Newsweek, 
Washington Post, and various news and media publications and outlets throughout the world. 
 
Follow Kellibrew on www.facebook.com/willkelli, Twitter and Instagram @willkelli 
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In 2009, Parker represented the White House and the United States Justice Department as a 
Community Expert at a roundtable and community forum on “Responsible Fatherhood and Strong 
Communities.” Mr. Tyrone Parker’s tremendous accomplishments with the alliance has garnered him 
international notoriety. Prestigious delegations from countries such as Northern Ireland, Russia, Africa, 
and Brazil have called upon Mr. Parker for his acute expertise and capability in juvenile crime and 
justice. In addition to serving as executive president to the Alliance of Concerned Men, Mr. Parker also 
presently serves as a prestige member of Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton’s Commission on 
Black Men and Boys, as well as Mayor Bowser’s Safe and Stronger DC Advisory Committee. On March 3, 
2017, Tyrone Parker was appointed and sworn in by Mayor Bowser to the Comprehensive Homicide 
Elimination Strategy Task Force.  

Debbie Weir 
Chief Executive Officer, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
 
A mother herself, Debbie leads MADD’s efforts to end drunk driving, 
help fight drugged driving, serve the victims of these violent crimes, 
and prevent underage drinking from the organization’s national 
headquarters in Irving, Texas. 
 
Debbie joined MADD’s national organization in 2002 as vice president 
of victim services, and was promoted to chief operating officer in 
2005. Her proven leadership led her to be promoted to MADD Chief 
Executive Officer in March 2012. 

Debbie leads the network of more than 200 MADD affiliates across the United States. A skilled 
executive with more than 28 years of proven success in non-profit management in the areas of 
capacity building, programs and services, fund development, marketing and communications, board 
management, advocacy, strategic planning, employee and volunteer development, and expanding 
visibility and influencing stakeholders to support mission priorities. 
 
Under her leadership, the number of victims MADD serves each year has more than doubled—
serving one victim every 15 minutes. With the launch of the Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving in 
2007, 28 states have passed model DUI all-offender ignition interlock laws, which have saved an 
additional 1,800 lives. Her passion and compassion to grow MADD’s mission is inspired by the 
thousands and thousands of victims and families that are impacted by the 100 percent preventable 
crime of drunk and/or drugged driving. She is devoted to create a future of No More Victims™. 
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DEMONSTRATION SITE ABSTRACTS 
 

DUI/Impaired Driving Homicide 

Palm Beach County Division of Victim Services 

Palm Beach County Division of Victim Services, Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office and Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving seek to address Driving Under the Influence (DUI)/Impaired Driving Related Deaths 
through the FY 2016 Vision: 21 Multidisciplinary Responses to Families and Communities in Complex 
Homicide grant program. In order to address the resulting emotional, psychological, physical and 
financial aftermath associated with DUI/Impaired Driving Related Deaths, this project builds upon 
existing community resources to develop a comprehensive response addressing the unmet and complex 
needs of this population. To do so, a multidisciplinary team will be convened and tasked with mapping 
out the current service delivery system and creating an enhanced response wherein families are 
immediately linked to evidence-based, trauma-informed services by well-trained first responders, 
closing the current gap that leaves families alone in their grief with delayed or no assistance. The work 
of the group will be memorialized through protocols supporting the new seamless continuum of care. 
Training and resources on topics such as appropriate death notification, grief, survivor’s guilt, child loss, 
adult loss, financial recovery, civil justice, criminal justice, and victim impact statements will be provided 
for first responders, advocates, clergy, and hospital/medical staff. By working with a technical assistance 
provider as part of the project, we will ensure that the most appropriate victim-centered and evidence-
based practices are utilized and implemented. Advocates will provide direct services such as on-site 
crisis counseling, emergency monetary aid, information/referrals to victim compensation, intercession 
with employers and landlords, transportation services, translator services, supportive counseling, and 
attendance at court hearings. Therapists will provide evidence-based therapy services to address trauma 
and grief, considering the needs of teenagers and special populations. Florida State University will be 
the project research partner that will prepare a logic model, identify needed data, and appropriate data 
collection methods as part of an overall process evaluation. The process evaluation will comprehensively 
describe the inputs for the proposed multidisciplinary intervention, the actual service activities provided 
to the families, and the short-term family outcomes associated with these collaborative multidisciplinary 
inputs and service activities. Final drafts of the grant outputs will be provided to the technical assistance 
provider for publication and dissemination in hopes that this project will serve as a model for others to 
replicate around the country, ultimately impacting the field of victim services. 

 

Intra-familial Homicide 

Medical University of South Carolina 

This collaborative project aims to develop a multidisciplinary response for intra-familial homicides 
among local and regional agencies providing intensive direct services to family members of homicide 
victims in the Charleston Tri-County Area of South Carolina. At present, our service model provides crisis 
intervention, intensive case management, and victim advocacy, specialized mental health services 
(including support groups and individual community-based trauma-focused treatment) available to 
homicide survivors to assist in stabilizing their lives after murder. However, seamless coordinated efforts 
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between collaborating agencies are limited. This project will permit the formal development of a 
multidisciplinary response team (Charleston HEART: Homicide Early intervention and Advocacy 
Response Team) who will be consistently trained in victim-centered and trauma-informed approaches to 
address the unique needs of intra-familial homicides. This team will begin to coordinate and provide 
comprehensive services for family members within 24-48 hours of homicide, including evidence-
informed practices such as Psychological First Aid and Skills for Psychological Recovery and ongoing 
intensive case management and community (or telehealth) trauma and loss treatment. Further this 
project will identify and disseminate promising practices for provision of a comprehensive and 
coordinated array of services that streamlines access to vital support services that are unique to family 
members impacted by intra-familial homicide. This project capitalizes on the clinical expertise of a team 
of multi-disciplinary victim service providers including law enforcement, the coroner’s office, the 
prosecuting attorney office, child advocacy centers, domestic violence non-profits, medical providers, 
and mental health providers who are currently providing services to family members of survivors and 
who have knowledge of engagement strategies with underserved populations. During this 
demonstration initiative, the National Crime Victims Research and Treatment Center and partnering 
agencies will: 1) evaluate the needs of intra-familial homicide survivors and assess promising practices to 
assure that the new multidisciplinary team response is evidence-based as well as culturally competent; 
2) enhance existing provision of services for family members of intra-familial homicide victims by 
responding within 24-48 hours from the murder to provide coordinated evidence-informed early 
intervention approaches; 3) evaluate a comprehensive seamless coordinated multidisciplinary team 
response, early intervention, and longer term community and telehealth-based approaches with intra-
familial survivors residing in the Charleston tri-county area; and 4) develop protocols and training 
materials for dissemination within the field of best practices for intra-familial response. 

 

The Anti-Violence Partnership of Philadelphia (AVP)  
 

The Enhanced Response to Intra-familial Homicide Families and Communities Project builds upon AVP’s 
30-year history of assistance to homicide co-victims and long-term collaboration with criminal justice 
and human service organizations.  

 
The sudden violent loss of a loved one has a tremendous impact on family members left behind. 
Immediately after notification of the homicide, co-victims are faced with numerous tasks at a time when 
they are least capable of handling them. This period, “disequilibrium,” is marked by intense anxiety, 
during which their usual repertoire of coping mechanisms proves insufficient. When the homicide is 
intra-familial, the effect on co-victims is more complex because they had a personal relationship with 
both the offender and the victim. Intra-familial homicides also affect a wide range of other issues, 
including child custody, stability of living arrangements, and family income. 

 
AVP provides services to co-victims in three critical categories: practical/concrete services, psycho-
emotional support/ counseling, and advocacy. Information about co-victims comes to AVP through 
many channels including the Medical Examiner’s Office, District Attorney Office, Police Department, 
hospitals, private and public victim and human service organizations, and local schools. However, these 
referrals do not always include specifics about the homicide, including that the offender was a family 
member; additionally, many family members are not identified until weeks, days or even years after the 
murder.  
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Disequilibrium usually lasts from four to eight weeks; co-victims are more receptive to others’ efforts to 
help during this period. It is critical that co-victims of intra-family homicides be identified, contacted, 
and offered services at the earliest possible time, preferably within 24-48 hours of the murder. It is also 
crucial to provide proactive outreach to the family, with the understanding that the intra-familial 
homicide will inevitably create divisions within families and that information about available services is 
not likely to be communicated from member to member. 

 
The Project will increase collaboration and communication among AVP, the MEO, the DA’s Office, and 
the Police Department, as well as interact with domestic violence prevention organizations, schools and 
other agencies, to ensure that services to co-victims of intra-familial homicides are enhanced as follows:  

• More timely identification of homicides as being intra-familial;  
• Better identification of all family members associated with intra-familial homicide;  
• Active outreach including a home visit whenever possible;  
• Provision of services reflecting understanding of the unique needs of co-victims of intra-

familial homicides.  
 

AVP will use the project as a model to provide technical assistance and develop training 
resources/protocols to be utilized by other communities to increase services to this underserved victim 
population. 

 

Child Witness to Homicide 
 
Frontline Service 
 
The Traumatic Loss Response Team (TLRT)-A Multidisciplinary Response to Complex Homicides Involving 
Children project will meet the complex needs of children throughout Cuyahoga County, Ohio, who have 
witnessed or whose families have experienced homicide. The objectives of the project include 
enhancing the county’s current system of victim services for children and families of homicide victims 
and ensuring that these services are accessible, comprehensive, culturally-competent, trauma informed, 
and effective; creating a partnership of key agencies and institutions to support and guide the 
development and implementation of this project’s activities; and disseminating the lessons that are 
learned from the program to the Office of Crime Victims and other victim-services providers across the 
nation.  

 
The TLRT program will provide immediate services to children who have witnessed or have been 
impacted by homicide and their families, including intensive case management, court advocacy and 
counseling. This project will enhance the current TLRT program’s activities and allow the agency to 
provide specialized services to child witnesses using the evidence-based and evidence-informed models 
of Trauma-Informed Care, Psychological First Aid, and the Persistent Complex Bereavement Disorder 
Checklist-Youth Version. Front Line Service will partner with the Cleveland Division of Police-Homicide 
Unit and the Cuyahoga County Witnesses/Victim Services Center to provide multidisciplinary response 
to homicides throughout the county involving child witnesses. Under this project, approximately 40 
children and families will be served annually, for a total of 120 families over the duration of the project. 
The interventions used in this program will be specifically tailored to meet the needs of children who 
have witnessed and experienced traumatic loss. The TLRT program offers 24/7 response to victims, as 
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well as a 24/7 crisis hotline that community members may access, safety planning, custody concerns, 
and ongoing counseling for trauma. The evaluation and lessons learned from this project will be used to 
develop a comprehensive, manualized toolkit that will be shared with the Office of Crime Victims, the 
Technical Assistance Provider, and others to replicate the successful efforts of the programs. 

 

Baltimore Child Abuse Center 
 
While the crime rate decreased nationally in 2015, Baltimore City’s crime and homicide rate soared. 
Baltimore City’s murder rate met an all-time high with a 55 per-capita murder rate for every 100,000 
residents – the highest since its last record-breaking year in 1993 and a 63 percen increase from 2014. 

 
The purpose of the Baltimore City “Multidisciplinary Response for Child Witnesses to Homicide” 
program is to provide a collaborative multidisciplinary response for children impacted by homicide and 
their families. The proposed program would take the evidenced-based, proven Children’s Advocacy 
Center multidisciplinary model designed to serve victims of child sexual abuse and extend it to this 
special victim population. The program seeks to bring together law enforcement officers, prosecutors, 
forensic interview professionals, victim advocates, and mental health treatment providers to serve child 
witnesses to homicide with a victim-centered and trauma-informed multidisciplinary response model 
that has successfully served over 28,000 victims of child sexual abuse and other trauma and their 
families in Baltimore City over the last 30 years. 
 

Gang-Related Homicide 
 
Office of the Bronx District Attorney 
 
In 2015, Bronx County had 17 percent of New York City’s population, but 26 percent of the city’s 
homicides and 28 percent of the city’s shootings. Of the 91 homicides in the Bronx in 2015, nearly half 
were either gang-related or intra-familial. Though these two homicide types composed a large 
proportion of all 2015 Bronx homicides, the two groups only accounted for 26 percent of new intakes 
for homicide survivor services that year. This discrepancy can be attributed to the unique circumstances 
of both groups that require enhanced coordination between the agencies involved in their cases. The 
objectives of the project are to (1) increase the number of homicide survivors served; (2) increase 
advocacy and therapeutic services around multi-agency responses to homicide survivors; and, (3) 
coordinate a multi-agency process to ensure the services are evenly and consistently available to 
homicide survivors. These objectives will be accomplished through a partnership between the Bronx 
District Attorney’s Crime Victim Assistance Unit (BXDA-CVAU), the New York Police Department (NYPD), 
the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME), and the Center for Court Innovation (CCI). The grant 
will support a project coordinator, advocate, and therapist. Critical to the project strategy is the referral 
of homicide survivors by the NYPD to the project advocate to facilitate direct outreach to a greater 
number of homicide survivors. A program coordinator will facilitate cross-trainings between partner 
agencies and community service providers, with the focus of delivering a trauma-informed approach 
specific to homicide survivors. Additionally, the coordinator will work with community service providers 
to increase access to relevant services. At the onset this will include CCI’s Child Witness Support 
Program for young witnesses of violent crimes, and the Stand Up To Violence program that utilizes a 
public health response to homicides. The therapist will implement the Restorative Retelling model via 
group sessions with intra-familial and gang-related homicide survivors. The anticipated outcomes of the 
project include an increased number of gang-related and intra-familial homicide survivors assisted 
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through the direct referral process between NYPD and the advocate, improved interactions between 
NYPD and homicide survivors resulting from trauma trainings and related materials, as well as 
development of palm-cards with available resources listed to be provided by detectives to survivors, and 
final evaluation report that draws on data collected throughout various points of the project 
intervention to determine the effectiveness of multi-agency collaboration in the coordinated response 
to complex homicide in the Bronx. 

 

Thresholds and Chicago Survivors  
 
Levels of violence in Chicago are well documented. With a population of 2.7 million people, Chicago 
experienced 481 homicides in 2015. The Chicago Police Department reports that 55.72 percent (268) of 
Chicago homicides in 2015 were gang-related through victim, assailant, or both. Regardless of the 
motive in any homicide, violent loss is devastating. The criminal nature of violent death, poor 
community-police relations, and the low rate of clearance of homicides confound recovery for all 
Chicago homicide survivors. In addition, survivors of gang-related homicides report facing significant 
stigma and barriers to information and services. Survivors of gang-motivated homicides are more likely 
to face victim/witness intimidation, and the anguished knowledge that their own neighbors may not 
come forward with information about the homicide out of fear. In gang-related homicides, survivors are 
more likely to be denied Crime Victims Compensation, though in some cases they may be eligible. They 
have difficulty securing contracts with funeral homes, finding venues for funeral services, and relating to 
police, (who also report more difficulty working with them). The stigma reaches down to the children 
and siblings of victims, who see the disrespect their parents/guardians encounter in the aftermath of the 
homicide, and who may or may not be gang-affiliated or facing gang recruitment themselves.  
 
Chicago Survivors has provided evidence-based, trauma-informed, survivor-centered crime victims’ 
services to surviving family members following homicide in Chicago since 2010, including intervention 
within four hours; crime victims’ rights’ education and protection; six months of supportive counseling 
and case management (adults and children); comprehensive referral services; court accompaniment; 
and a Community of Survivors for peer-based healing. They provide training to detectives, the Medical 
Examiner’s Office, prosecutors, and area hospitals in sensitive and effective communication with 
survivors following homicide.  

 
With grant management assistance from Thresholds, and through partnership with the Chicago Police 
Department, Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline, and LAF, Chicago Survivors will enhance existing services 
with more nuanced interventions for families surviving gang-related homicides, and will engage UCAN, 
the Institute for Non-Violence Chicago and build in coordinated referral responses for at-risk youth in 
these families. An interactive survivor symposium and key partner meetings will guide fulfillment of 
specific goals: updated materials; increased community involvement; reduction of victim/witness 
intimidation through work on family safety plans; reduction of stigma as experienced in disrespect, bias, 
or denial of services by hospitals, law enforcement, and criminal justice system; and coordinated 
services in the areas of at-risk youth, gang intervention, and legal aid. 
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